
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to use these Top Tips Cards  
The 10 top tips are short, quick and simple strategies to help engage (and entertain) students in the 
lecture theatre, specifically in larger classes when 1-2-1 interaction and small group or tutorial work is 
not possible.  
 

Each card is a new strategy showing how to incorporate it into your practice and includes the 
equipment required. Also included is a few ways the activities could be enhanced.  The cards include a 
risk factor which is really linked to your confidence levels! The riskier strategies, if they do not ‘come 
off’, have a higher chance of confusing the students or distracting from the overall session aims. 
 
You should incorporate these ideas into your sessions, start off with the low risk activities and when 
you see the impact it can have on your sessions, move on to the medium and high risk activities.   
 

Have confidence when trying new things and always be mindful of student feedback. Reflect on your 
practice and, when you can, learn from your colleagues. In the words of the Jedi grandmaster, Yoda, 
“Always pass on what you have learnt.”  

Follow Ian on Twitter 
@DocWithTheSocs 

  

 

A word from Ian 
I want you to cast your mind back to your days as an undergraduate 
student, when on a Monday morning at 9 o’clock in deepest January 
you have dragged yourself through freezing temperatures to sit in a 
lecture on something you were not looking forward to (in my area 
this would be Biochemistry or Statistics). Chances are you have 
been in a situation like this in your days as a student: can you 
actually recall it? Chances are they have been assigned to the brain 
waste disposal bin.   
 

There may of course be some lectures you can recall. These could 
be because of the scintillating subject matter, but more likely it was 
because of the presenter! We can all recall that doctor or professor 
that no matter what they were talking about they made every 
session engaging, enthralling and entertaining.  
 

Entertainment is not something that is taught in a traditional 
Postgraduate teaching course or flagged up as essential on job 
criteria of lectureship posts, but I think they should be! The great 
Greek philosopher Aristotle said: “Educating the mind without 
educating the heart is no education at all.” 

Ian Turner is a Senior 
Lecturer in Biological & 
Forensic Science at the 
University of Derby. Ian 
was named a National 
Teaching Fellow in 
2014.  
 

He is known for wearing 
bright coloured socks & 
dressing up when he 
teaches. He has not 
ridden a unicycle & 
juggled in a lecture as 
of yet!  

http://www.twitter.com/DocWithTheSocs
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For more great ideas and practical advice, visit the HEA toolkits: 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/frameworks-toolkits/welcome-hea-toolkits   
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