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PSF 2023 Terms of Use Policy 
 
About the Professional Standards Framework  
 
The Professional Standards Framework for teaching and supporting learning in higher 
education (“PSF”) is developed by Advance HE and endorsed by Guild HE and Universities 
UK (“UUK”). 
  
The PSF provides a general description of teaching and supporting learning professional 
practice within the HE environment. It is written from the perspective of the practitioner and 
outlines a framework for comprehensively recognising and benchmarking teaching and 
learning support roles within higher education. Its central purpose is to enhance the learning 
experience of higher education students, by improving the quality of teaching and learning 
support.  
 
The PSF provides staff engaged in delivery of teaching and learning support in higher 
education with a framework to guide their initial and continuing professional development. 
The PSF can be used to inform institutional staff development programmes to facilitate 
individuals in gaining formal recognition for quality-enhanced approaches to the practice of 
teaching and supporting learning. Advance HE supports and guides both institutions and 
individuals as they engage with the PSF to continually develop their practice.  
 
In addition to the PSF, Advance HE makes available associated documents and materials 
on its digital platforms (these include the website, virtual learning environment and Advance 
HE Connect) and include but are not limited to, guidance documents, reports, support 
materials, digital resources and PowerPoint presentations (“Associated Materials”).  
 
Aims of this Policy  
 
The PSF has been developed through extensive collaborative research and sector 
consultation from across the world. Advance HE is keen to encourage the use of the PSF 
within higher education. The aim of the PSF Terms of Use Policy (the “Policy”) is to ensure:  
 

• the PSF is used consistently across higher education and interested parties benefit 
from the well-researched and robust nature of the PSF;  
 

• the integrity of the PSF and any Associated Materials are protected;  
 

• the PSF is transferrable between higher education institutions and other 
organisations, so that individuals can use it throughout their professional 
development;  
 

• institutions are able to receive high quality support with the interpretation, adoption 
and implementation of the PSF;  
 

• the PSF is protected from inappropriate and unauthorised use. 
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Key Terms of Use 
 
Using or accessing the PSF and Associated Materials constitutes your acceptance of this 
Policy and the terms contained therein which shall govern your use of the aforementioned 
materials.  
 
The PSF and Associated Materials may be downloaded, printed, stored, copied and 
reproduced in any medium by higher education institutions and organisations delivering 
services to higher education, strictly for their own educational, non-commercial use, provided 
that in all cases:  
 

1. The original source is acknowledged as “Advance HE Professional Standards 
Framework”. 
 

2. The following statement is retained on the PSF:  
 
The PSF, this material and its content is developed by Advance HE and on behalf of 
the higher education community. The copyright in this material and content is jointly 
owned by Advance HE, GuildHE and Universities UK. 
 
© Advance HE, GuildHE, Universities UK 2023. All Rights Reserved.  
 
Any redistribution or reproduction of the contents, in part or in whole, in any form, 
shall be strictly prohibited, unless permission thereof has been explicitly granted by 
the copyright holders. 
 
 

3. The copyright statement appearing on any Associated Materials is retained on those 
materials. 
  

4. The following link is provided where possible: www.advance-he.ac.uk/psf  
 
The PSF and Associated Materials may not be:  
 
• adapted, modified, edited, republished, licensed or translated, without the prior 
written consent of Advance HE. A request for consent shall be addressed to 
legal@advance-he.ac.uk; 

 
• used outside of the terms within this in Policy, without the prior written consent of 
Advance HE. A request for consent shall be addressed to legal@advance-he.ac.uk;  
 
• used outside of higher education, without the prior written consent of Advance HE. 
A request for consent shall be addressed to legal@advance-he.ac.uk; 
 
• commercially exploited in any way, including but not limited to sale or participation 
in a sale, without the prior written consent of Advance HE. A request for consent shall 
be addressed to legal@advance-he.ac.uk. 
 

The PSF and any Associated Materials may not be used for any purpose that is unlawful or 
prohibited by this Policy.  
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Any rights not expressly granted in this Policy are reserved. 
 
 
Intellectual Property Rights 
 
Any and all intellectual property rights including but not limited to moral rights in the PSF and 
Associated Materials shall vest in Advance HE, and save as expressly set out in this Policy 
or to the extent permitted by law, are reserved.  
 
Any copyright and other intellectual property rights that exist in any permitted adaptation, 
modification or that result from any other permitted use of the PSF and Associated Materials 
shall belong to and shall be assigned (by way of present assignment of future rights) to 
Advance HE.  
 
The words, ‘Advance HE’, and its logo are the property of Advance HE (the “Marks”) and 
should not be used without the written permission of Advance HE. Nothing contained within 
this Policy or on Advance HE website may be construed as conferring any licence or right 
under the Marks.  
 
General  
 
Advance HE reserves the right to revise this Policy at any time without notice. Any revised 
Policy will apply to the use of the PSF and Associated Materials from the date of publication 
of the revised Policy on Advance HE website. It is your responsibility to review the Policy 
regularly to ensure you are updated with the current version. Your continued use of the PSF 
and any Associated Materials after changes are posted will constitute your acceptance of the 
Policy as revised. 
  
Whilst Advance HE has made every effort to ensure the PSF and Associated Materials are 
accurate and complete, Advance HE neither makes nor gives any representations or 
warranties, express or implied, about the PSF or Associated Materials, including as to, but 
not limited to, accuracy, completeness, legality, suitability for purpose, functionality, 
reliability, availability and legibility. 
 
Advance HE shall not be held responsible for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies, factual 
or otherwise, and does not accept any liability arising out of any reliance placed on the 
information contained in the PSF or Associated Materials.  
 
Advance HE reserves the right in its absolute discretion to omit, suspend or change any 
material submitted without giving notice. 
 
Advance HE does not warrant or offer any assurance that the network in which you access 
the PSF or any Associated Material is free of errors, or that the downloading of the PSF or 
Associated Material will not lead to viruses or similar destructive software accessing your 
computer equipment. Advance HE shall not be liable for any damage that you may suffer as 
a result of such errors or viruses. You are responsible for ensuring that the computer 
equipment used to access the PSF or Associated Materials has appropriate security and 
virus protection software.  
 
This Policy shall be governed by English Law and the courts of England shall be used as the 
jurisdiction for all disputes relating to the use of the PSF and Associated Materials.  



 

(Registered Address)  
Innovation Way, York Science Park,  
Heslington, York YO10 5BR 

(London Office)  
Napier House, 24 High Holborn,  
London, WC1V 6AZ 

(York Office) 
IC 2.12, Innovation Centre, Innovation Way 
York Science Park, York, YO10 5DG 

 

Advance HE is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales no. 04931031. Registered as a charity in England and Wales no. 1101607. Registered as a charity in Scotland 
no. SC043946. Company limited by guarantee registered in Ireland no. 703150. Advance HE words and logo should not be used without our permission. VAT registered no. GB 152 1219 50. 

 

 
The invalidity or unenforceability in any jurisdiction of any of the terms contained within this 
Policy shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other terms in this Policy. If any 
term is found to be invalid or unenforceable, it shall be deemed to be amended to the 
minimum extent required to render such term valid or enforceable, such amendment to be 
determined by Advance HE. 
 
Nothing contained in the terms in this Policy shall restrict or exclude any liability which 
Advance HE may have in respect of personal injury, death, its own fraud or any other liability 
which cannot be lawfully excluded under English law. 
 
Advance HE shall be entitled to transfer any of its rights and obligations in respect of any 
matter relating to the PSF or Associated Materials to a third party.  
 

Advance HE  
This document was first published in 2023. 


