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A virtual museum for a European history module
Michael Kilmister, (Reading, England); Sacha Davis, Adam Khamis, & Adrian

Mereles, (Newcastle, Australia)
Discipline / subject: History

Academic level / students: Third year / level 6 undergraduates

What we did:

Students were previously assessed by verbal presentations and a short essay. Now,
students produce an audio guide and short written details board analysing and
contextualising a material and/or visual object of their choice for an authentic,
digitally enabled assessment simulating a museum. The assessment is run across
the module’s online and blended modes. We created this assessment to foster
relevant digital humanities skills, provide an authentic audience, offer a greater
degree of student choice, and to take fuller advantage of the scope of archival
sources hosted online. Students engage with recordings of staff from Sydney’s
Jewish History Museum, modelling good public history. Overall, the assessment is
student centred, authentic, and develops disciplinary skills relevant to current and
future workplaces. You can read about its design and implementation in Public
History Weekly.

How we measured efficacy:

The assessment was beta-tested by a self-selected cohort of students, influencing
the final design and implementation. Efficacy and impact were measured by student
surveys of teaching, assessment and satisfaction alongside analysis of student
outcomes on the module, which showed the transfer of primary and secondary
source use skills to subsequent assignments. The assignment generated strong,
positive responses in anonymous student feedback, praising it as engaging,
enjoyable and interactive.



https://public-history-weekly.degruyter.com/11-2023-1/object-based-learning-assessment/
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Contact us

All enquiries:

Email: communications@advance-he.ac.uk
Website: www.advance-he.ac.uk

Advance HE helps HE and research be the best they can be, by unlocking the
potential of their people.

We are a member-led, sector-owned charity that works with institutions and higher
education across the world to improve higher education for staff, students and society. We
are experts in higher education with a particular focus on enhancing teaching and learning,
effective governance, leadership development and tackling inequalities through our
equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) work.

Our strategic goals to enhance confidence and trust in HE, address inequalities, promote
inclusion and advance education to meet the evolving needs of students and society,
support the work of our members and the HE sector.

We deliver our support through professional development programmes and events,
Fellowships, awards, student surveys and research, providing strategic change and
consultancy services and through membership (including accreditation of teaching and
learning, equality charters, knowledge and resources).

Advance HE is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales no.
04931031. Company limited by guarantee registered in Ireland no. 703150. Registered as a
charity in England and Wales no. 1101607. Registered as a charity in Scotland no.
SC043946. Registered Office: Advance HE, Innovation Way, York Science Park, Heslington,
York, YO10 5BR, United Kingdom.
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