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In the box… 
This one certainly appears to be 
heavy duty, with big chunky 
wheels and a shiny stainless steel 
tank, there’s an air of quality and 
longevity that just seems to give 
you the confidence to drag it 
outside and boot it around. In  
fact, it’s sold specifically as an 
industrial item, making it perfect 
for use in the car world, so  
that should tell you all you need  
to know.

They’ve obviously thought 
about making everything as 
hardcore as possible right down to 
details like the big red power 
button – it’s not only dust-sealed 
but also nicely chunky and 
industrial-looking. Definitely much 
better than the flimsy little 
switches you normally see on 
these sort of appliances.  

The advantage of being a wet 
and dry unit is exactly what it says 
on the tin, it will suck up fluids, 
and quite a lot of ‘em too. The tank 
is huge, it holds up to 30-litres but 
luckily there’s also a built in drain 
plug for when you need to empty 
the bugger. Don’t forget 30-litres 
of water weighs 30kilos – and 
who’s got the energy for tipping 
out that lot?

I’m pretty convinced that my favourite thing about this item is that both the 
vacuum tube and the power cable appear to be about 14-miles long. They’re 
massive, the big hose is almost like the ones you get on the ’30-seconds for a 
quid’ car vac at the local petrol station. With that in mind there’s no worries 
about the main body getting in the way when you’re trying to reach all the 
nooks and crannies in your car. Having all that power also makes it great for 
‘wet jobs’ like deep cleaning carpets and cloth upholstery. Not having to leave 
the car to dry out for 3 weeks is always a bonus. 

In other words this one is clearly spot on for detailing but where it really 
comes into its own is around the garage or workshop. Sorting out those 
inevitable fluid spillages or filler dust is no problem. Doing a coolant change? 
Why not just suck it straight out of the rad? It’s just so much more useful than a 
household vac. 

I also like the added power socket, apparently it’s for plugging in power tools 
when you want to use the vacuum for dust extraction. I think that’s pretty clever 
and it’s not something I’ve come across before.

Most of all though, I like the price. There’s a few of these items out there and 
they range from cheap and plastic right up to premium branded units being sold 
for over 400-quid as workshop ‘dust extractors’ (shame on them). This is 
definitely the best of both worlds.  
In a nutshell: A proper industrial bit of kit.

Midge’s verdict
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When we talk about essential detailing tools 
it’s normally stuff like pressure washers, 
machine polishers and, erm, buckets but 
when you think about it there’s one item 
that just can’t be replaced – none of us can 
do without the humble vacuum cleaner. 

Now, obviously you could risk breaking 
your Mum’s 300-odd quid Dyson or pick up 
a cheap household item on a well known 
auction site and see how long it lasts, but 

there is a better option – get a proper wet 
and dry unit built to do the job.

Giving your front room a once over is one 
thing but, take it outside or, even worse, in 
the workshop and your kit immediately has 
to deal with the punishment of the really 
dirty stuff. For that you need a body that 
can stand up to plenty of abuse around the 
garage and plenty of grunt for sucking up 
all that ground-in mud, sticky spillages and 

squished Starburst. But sadly times are 
changing, and with the EU banning the sale 
of all vacuum cleaners rated at over 
900watts next year, perhaps now’s the time 
to get your hands on a supremely powerful 
unit. This item from Silverline could be just 
the ticket… 

Silverline
Wet & Dry Vac

PRICE: £79.00 

www.silverlinetools.com 

Features
• 1250W motor
• 30-litre stainless steel tank
• 2.5m hose
• 6m power cable
• Power take-off socket
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