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Simon is testing a range  
of these popular tools  
this month in his veg 

garden in Devon

T his month I’m testing one of the most popular tools 
in a gardener’s armoury when it comes to going into 
battle against weeds – the trusty hoe. There are many 

different types and they all have slightly different uses in the 
garden. Some are used for chopping downwards to lift out 
large weeds, others for drawing out seed drills, and some for 
pushing the head just below the soil surface to slice through the 
roots of annual weeds. I’m testing a range of types including 
digging hoes, speed hoes, Dutch hoes and draw hoes. One bit 
of technical advice for any kind is that you almost always work 
backwards so you don’t tread over where you’ve been working.

Dutch hoe (Silverline Tools) £7.13
This is a very competitively-priced bit of kit. One of the advantages  

of the dutch hoe is that it cuts on both the forward push and reverse 
pull making it a very effective method of slicing through the roots of 
annual weeds. The tubular steel shaft is very light and comfortable 
to hold while the hammer-finished pressed steel head with proxy 
coating glided effortlessly through the soil. Definitely a useful hoe  

for working between rows in the vegetable patch, and a very 
reasonable price. 
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Speed hoe (Haxnicks) £29.99 
This is a hoe like no other I’ve ever used. The unique, dynamic shape 
of the head allows the user to slice through the soil much faster and 
more effectively than traditionally-shaped types. The overall shape 
is triangular with a single front point meaning less resistance on the 

forward stroke, while the two sharp points at the rear dig sharply into 
the ground for increased stability and help to drive it downwards into 

the soil. It cuts on the pull stroke, and the curved rear blade creates 
a slicing action as it works its way through soil and roots. It is a really 
effectively-shaped hoe, with a long handle, making weeding effective 

and effortless, ideal for quickly removing annual weeds. 
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