
 

 

 

Report to Assitej International 

Report of the activities 2017-2021 
 
This four year period saw many changes in Small size Network. 
The Board elected in 2016 completed its mandate in 2019, when a new one was elected in 
Kristiansand, at the General Assembly of the network hosted in the frame of ASSITEJ Gathering. 
The two different Boards of Directors found themselves in very different circumstances. 
The Board elected in Poznan in 2016, formed by Katariina Metsalampi - President (Finland), 
Uros Korencan - Vice President (Slovenia), Barbara Kölling (Germany), Pilar L ópez (Spain), 
Barbara Malecka (Poland), Cliodhna Noonan (Ireland), Gaëtane Reginster (Belgium), Anna 
Sacchetti (Italy) and Karel Van Ransbeek (Belgium), aimed to work to deepen the cooperation in 
the frame of the network. 
The new Board, formed by Katariina Metsalampi - President (Finland), Karel Van Ransbeek - 
Vice President (Belgium), José Aguero (Argentina), Pawel Gałkowski (Poland), Pilar L ópez 
(Spain), Rhona Matheson (UK), Anna Sacchetti (Italy), Gina Westbrook (UK), elected in 
Kristiansand in September 2019 met a very different series of challenges, but continued in the 
same direction as its predecessor, focusing on cooperation, but also thinking about how to 
promote solidarity and democracy in the frame of the Network. 
 

● Cooperation among the members will always be a strong focus for the Network. During 
the years the members built projects, such as the Small size and Mapping projects 
supported by the European Commission, created artistic actions, as the video produced 
during the first months of lockdown, and found many ways of sharing opportunities and 
expertise. 

● The promotion of solidarity in the frame of the Network is something that can be found 
in actions and practices such as the funds designated for supporting members’ 
participation to events and gatherings, the zoom meetings launched from April 2020 

1 
 



where to discuss the pandemic situation in the different countries, as well as in the 
voluntary work of members and board to coordinate and manage the various activities. 

● As the Network grows in number of members and countries represented, democracy is 
an issue to be always aware of. We try to ensure that everybody’s voice is heard by, for 
example, involving members more and more in defining the Network activities, or 
planning Small size Days as a macro-event where all activities organised by the 
members, whether a book reading in a park or a three days festival, are promoted the 
same way. 

 
These priorities are highlighted by the specific activities developed throughout these years. 
 
 
ASSITEJ INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION TO ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS  
Since February 2014, Small size Network has been a full member of ASSITEJ International. Since 
May 2014, the former President of the Network, Roberto Frabetti, is a member of the Executive 
Committee of ASSITEJ. An opportunity to promote Small size, but also the collaboration among 
the other Networks. 

● Interaction among ASSITEJ Networks 
Small size Network opened a collaboration with the emerging Young Dance Network in 
the frame of the 14th edition of the Festival “Visioni di futuro, visioni di teatro” in 
Bologna, Italy (February 23 rd - 4th March 2018). A dance focus (February 23 rd – 24th) on 
the work for the very young reserved to 20 professionals: a two days meeting, in order 
to figure out how to support the development of the Young Dance Network by doing a 
practical workshop and theoretical considerations together. Many of the Small size 
member companies and artists are working with dance and physical theatre. 

● Participation at the ASSITEJ World Congress 2017, Cape Town (May 2017) 
Small size Network was present in the activities of Cradle of Creativity festival and took 
part in the Congress. In detail: 

1. The Network took part in the ASSITEJ Congress with three delegates: Katariina 
Metsälampi, Cliodhna Noonan and Roberto Frabetti.  

2. On May 26th, on the occasion of the ASSITEJ Awards ceremony, Pilar Lopez and 
Roberto Frabetti received the “Applause for Lifetime Achievement” award on 
behalf of Carlos Herans, one of the founding members of Small size and a key figure 
for the growth of the performing arts for early years in Spain and all over Europe. 
The nomination, presented by the Network, was supported by a video of testimony 
of various colleagues that was shown to the whole audience. Sadly, Carlos Herans, 
who was supposed to be present in Cape Town in person but could not travel in 
consequence of an accident, passed away suddenly in mid-June the same year. We 
would like to use this occasion to remember and salute him once again. 

3. The focus day on Theatre for Early years, organized in cooperation with the Small 
size Network, has been an occasion to share artistic experiences, good practices 
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and cooperation projects. Besides several shows, the focus day hosted different 
discussions led by Small size members. 

4. Small size was also present at “Rocking the Cradle”, the fringe showcase of theatre 
for early year’s audiences. 

● Participation at the ASSITEJ Artistic International Gathering in Beijing (August 2018) 
On the occasion of ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering 2018 in Beijing, Small size Network 
presented “Why do you keep doing theatre for Early Years?”, a round table involving 
Yvette Hardie (Director of Assitej South Africa and President of Assitej International), 
Roberto Frabetti (Project Manager and Artistic Director of “Visioni di futuro, visioni di 
teatro... - International Festival of Theatre and Culture for Early Years”) and Cliodhna 
Noonan (Director of Acting Up! And member of Small size Network). 
Starting from the idea that Children are a really good audience, even the youngest ones, 
and that there is no such thing as “a model” of theatre for the very young, the round 
table gave an opportunity to network the most significant professional experiences of 
performing arts for early childhood, coming from different countries and global cultural 
traditions. An occasion to foster the exchange of ideas, experiences, methods and 
research among those who work in the field. 

● Participation at the ASSITEJ Artistic International Gathering in Kristiansand (September 
2019) 
In the frame of SAND festival, on the occasion of ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering 2019, the 
Network: 

1. presented a seminar about ‘How small children live and meet Art in different parts 
of the world’; 

2. held its annual General Assembly, with the election of the new Board of Directors 
and the appointment of the President and Vice-president. 

As a means to promote the participation in Assitej events, the Network set a budget for 
supporting the travel of some of its members. This initiative will be extended to future 
Gathering and Congresses.  

● Participation to ASSITEJ World Congress Tokyo/Festival MIRAI (May 2020-March 2021) 
Small size Network made a proposal for: 
- a candidate in the Executive Committee of Assitej International to present all the 

networks in ASSITEJ: Barbara Malecka from Art Fraction Foundation (Poland) 
- a candidate for the Award for Artistic Excellency: Helios Theater (Germany) 

In the framework of the Congress, the Network had planned in collaboration with Japanese 
colleagues a series of seminars and discussions around the work for Early Years. Due to the 
postponement of the Congress many of the activities were turned into the online event 
organized by Art fraction Foundation “Let's talk about early years theatre!” (more details 
on page 7). For the Congress 2021, the Network proposes the discussion “Essential to 
COVID Recovery – How Artists and Theatres Can Help Our Youngest Children” on March 
28th. 
As a means to promote the participation, Small size Network decided to cover for part of 
the cost of its members’ tickets. 
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RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EUROPEAN PROJECTS PRESENTED BY THE MEMBERS 
During this four year period, one project presented by a group of Small size members and 
supported by Creative Europe ended, and another one received support for four years: Small 
size - Performing Arts for Early Years (2014-2018) and Mapping - A Map on the Aesthetics of 
Performing Arts for early years (2018-2022). Both projects have a special relationship with the 
Network: 

● Small size - Performing Arts for Early Years (2014-2018) 
1. One of the aims of the project was to support the Network, by providing for the 

Secretariat and promotional activities, by opening several of its activities to the 
members of the Network (such as the Artistic Directors Meetings), and by 
supporting Small size days, the activities organized for ASSITEJ Gatherings, the 
activities of the Board (by supporting part of the costs for travel, subsistence and 
accommodation) and of the Assemblies. 

2. The Network was involved in the program of “Wide Eyes - A European Celebration 
of Performing Arts for the Very Young”, the final event of the project. “Wide Eyes” 
took place on February 1-4 2018 and it was hosted by Baboró International Arts 
Festival for Children, a member organization dedicated to providing children with 
quality cultural and creative arts experiences. The event gathered over 200 artists 
and delegates, from over 30 countries. 
In the frame of this event, Small size Network presented a talk and a new display 
of the exhibition “Why do we keep doing theatre for early years?”, originally 
created for On the edge - 2016 ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering in Birmingham. The 
talk, “Small size - a growing network”, included a presentation of the projects 
focused on early years developed by two members of Small size Network (La Sala 
Theatre and Theater De Spiegel) and an open discussion on important issues 
about the growing membership. 
 

● Mapping - A Map on the Aesthetics of Performing Arts for early years (2018-2022) 
The new four-year European project, presented by 15 members of the Network 
together with other three partners and in collaboration with Small size Network and 
ITYARN, was selected for support by the European Commission through Creative Europe 
- Culture Sub-programme and started its activities in January 2019. “Mapping” is an 
artistic research project focused on creating a sensory-based relationship with very 
young children, from 0 to 6 years, through performing arts. In particular, it explores the 
idea of children as spectators of today and not only of tomorrow. 
Small size Network is an associated partner of the project, and it will be involved in the 
communication and dissemination of the different results of the project. Mapping will 
support the Network Secretariat and Promotion.  
In its first year, five Mapping festivals have programmed a selection of international 
shows for early years audience: 

○ Visioni festival in Bologna 22/02-03/03/2019 
○ Bim Bam festival in Salzburg: 09-31/03/2019 
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○ Kaolin et Barbotine festival in Limoges: 15-25/05/2019 
○ BRIK Festival in Breda: 05-11/06/2019 
○ Golden Stick festival in Ljubljana: 01-06/10/2019 

Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic strongly affected the project, that in 2020 has not 
been able to program any festival. Hopefully the second half of 2021 will allow for a reprise 
in programming. 

 
 
SMALL SIZE DAYS 
Launched in 2015, from an idea of Katariina Metsalampi, Small size days - three days dedicated 
to shows, workshops and other activities for children from 1 to 6 years aimed at promoting 
performing arts for early years - take place over the last weekend of January every year, under 
two concepts: “Arts are not a matter of age but of curiosity” and “Space and time for little 
ones”. 

● Small Size Days 2017 
This edition took place on January 27-29 and 20 countries took part - from Vilnius to 
Madrid, from London to Salzburg, from Bucharest to Mexico City. 

● Small Size Days 2018 
The event was held on January 26-28, and touched a new record: in 20 different 
countries, 160 activities took place, among shows, workshops, conferences, 
street-actions, concerts, all for Children 0-6 years and their parents and careers. The 
countries involved have been Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Chile, Croatia, Denmark, 
Finland, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Mexico, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and the United States. In this 4th edition the Network 
decided to find ways to make connections to municipalities, to cultural decision makers 
and convince them about the importance of arts for the very young. For instance Arena 
en los bolsillos in collaboration with Da.Te Danza (Granada – Spain) made a visible 
campaign that was presented and shared also in the 2018 Assembly. 

● Small Size Days 2019 
In 2019 Small size days took place on January 25-27. Although the new European 
project, Mapping, does not have Small size Days as a compulsory activity for its 
partners, the participation was remarkable, and the videos, photos and news shared on 
the facebook page show that the members and their audience really enjoyed these 
days. A total of 128 activities took place in 21 countries all over the world: Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Cameroon, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Mexico, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and 
UK. The members continued to make Small size visible for the decision makers, with 
different campaigns such as challenging candidates in parliamentary elections to talk 
about children’s culture. 

● Small Size Days 2020 
Small size days were organized for the sixth time (January 31-February 2). The Small size 
Network has grown and new countries, new cities, new companies and new children with 
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their carers celebrated the right of small ones to art and culture. This annual event was 
organized from Rijeka to Perth, from Sao Paulo to Bruxelles, from Athens to Tel Aviv, from 
Poznan to Espoo. Altogether, 173 activities in 24 countries took place over the same 
weekend. Performances, storytelling, workshops - shared moments with artists, small 
children and their adults. Only one month later, many of these events would have been 
impossible. 

● Small Size Days 2021 
After almost one year of pandemic, in a moment when theatres and cultural centres are 
closed in most countries, Small size days took place mostly online from January 29 to 31. 
Most of the activities have been organised and presented digitally through the Small size 
Facebook page, making a wonderful and unique World Event for our youngest children. 
The members also took part in a special activity: a common storytelling. The same tale, 
The Tortoise and the Hare, by Aesop, told in many languages, as a way to make the work 
of artists coming from different countries accessible to children from all over the world. 
The program planned 58 activities by 34 members, but many others joined in during the 
three days, making this edition very well attended and full of surprises. 

 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLIES AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
During these years, the General Assemblies have been important moments for the creation of 
the Network’s guidelines and activities for the following years. The practice of focus group 
discussions involving all the members present, and the coincidence between the Assemblies 
and events organised by SSPAFEY project, allowed for a large participation both in terms of 
numbers and of ideas about the DNA and the future of the network launched. 
The Board of Directors has met several times per year, with the aim of strongly pursuing the 
fixed objectives and to continue the work of the Working Groups in person. Almost all the 
Board meetings took place in the frame of members events: this fulfilled a double purpose, 
giving members the possibility to host Small size presentations during their festivals, and Board 
members an opportunity to be closer in touch with the activities taking place in the frame of 
the Network. From the beginning of 2020 the Board of Directors moved all of its activities 
online, as most of the world. 
During its meetings, the Board defined the participation to ASSITEJ events, planned several 
editions of Small size Days, defined the changes in the Statute necessary to better involve 
regional micronetworks, coordinated the special activities emerged throughout the years, and 
in general took care both of the organisation of activities and of keeping in mind the direction 
towards which the Network is moving. 
 
 
2020: A VERY SPECIAL YEAR 
The Small size activities for 2020 started with Small size days and then, in February, sad news 
was a presage to so much more: one after the other, events were cancelled due to the Covid-19 
virus that was spreading around the world daily. 
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Special projects 
When the world went into lockdown, artists and companies were not able to work and there 
was a big need to meet and talk. There were two Small size Zooms in April with a huge 
attendance. Members from around the world expressed their feelings about the situation 
caused by the Coronavirus. We met together in solidarity, new ideas emerged and new projects 
and activities were started: a common Artistic action , a Survey about the effects of Covid-19, an 
open Small size letter to support the rights of children, an application to the Culture Solidarity 
Fund. Working groups were formed and things happened. A virtual Brochure 2020 was collated, 
edited and published in four months! The final result, gathering the latest activities from 67 of 
our members, can be seen on our website www.smallsizenetwork.org . 
The summer brought some relief and in many countries theatres opened for the autumn 
season, but October saw the pandemic enter a second wave and one of the results was that the 
Small size General Assembly 2020 had to happen online. 
 
Small size visibility 
The Small size network was presented in Vilnius at Kitoks Festival in January. Teatar Puna Kuća 
organized Small size discussions in an internet television channel, the discussions reached 
remarkable audiences. 
Paweł Gałkowski, member of Board of Directors, took part in the Panel “Curating for Early 
Childhood Development” during The 12th Drama for Life Conference and Festival organised by 
University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg (South Africa). It was a great opportunity to talk 
about Small size Network activities during the first months of the pandemic wave. “Masidlale - 
Exploring connection” Festival and Conference took place from 20 to 24 August 2020 and was 
organised in partnership with ASSITEJ South Africa.  
The callout by the Culture Solidarity Fund gave inspiration to create a Small size house online, a 
plan for Small size activities in a virtual world that we hope can inform future strategy. 
Our member Art fraction Foundation organised on 11-13 December 2020 the online event 
“Let's talk about early years theatre!”, in collaboration with JIENKYO (Japan Union of Theatre 
Companies for Children and Young People) and Small Size Network, with the support of Adam 
Mickiewicz Grant program Cultural Bridges: three days for watching online performances 
together and two ZOOM panel discussions devoted to Early Years Theatre issues. 
 
Red Vincular 
The Red Vincular (former Latin American Network of Scenic Creation) carried out the 2nd 
Encuentro Vincular, from August 27 to 30 2020. The meeting was online and more than 30 
companies, groups, institutions, associations and people who share the need to dialogue about 
the performing arts and children in their early years met together.  
There were 4 days of woven relationships. Many emotions and reflections that also crossed the 
situation that we all go through. The Presence was and continues to be the provocative idea for 
everyone. The Network meeting was broadcasted on Facebook, so that all interested people 
could follow the conversations. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDpGqF-v5ec
http://www.smallsizenetwork.org/media/documents/SURVEY_RESULTS_Small_Size_Covid19_final.pdf
http://www.smallsizenetwork.org/


MEMBERSHIP 
Three years ago, in May 2017, the Network had 60 members from 27 countries. In March 2021, 
we are currently 92 coming from 37 countries over five continents: an outcome that has been 
reached thanks to the continuous networking activity of the members and to the development 
of the activities. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AUSTRALIA | Rachel Riggs, AUSTRIA | Myrto Dimitriadou, Toihaus Theater, BELGIUM | H2Oz Collective, Klankennest, Les 
Zerkiens, Nat Gras, Theater De Spiegel, Théâtre de La Guimbarde, BRAZIL | Artefactos Bascos, Catarsis, Coletivo Antônia, 
CAMEROON | Theatre du Chocolat, CANADA | WeeFestival, CHILE | Compañia Aranwa, Teatro de Ocasión, CROATIA | GKL 
Rijeka, Mala Scena Theatre, Teatar Puna Kuća, CYPRUS | Red Stage Theatre, CZECH REPUBLIC | Studio Damúza, DENMARK | 
Madam Bach, Teatergruppen Batida, FINLAND | Annantalo Arts Centre, Arthouse Little Aurora, Auraco, Hippalot Arts 
Festival for Children, Loiske Ensemble, Puppet Theatre Sampo, FRANCE | ak Entrepôt, CCM Limoges, Compagnie du 
Porte-Voix, GERMANY | Gabi Dan Droste, Helios Theater, KinderKinder, Theaterhaus Ensemble, GREECE | Artika Theatre 
Company, The Little Foxes, HUNGARY | Kabóca Bábszínház, Kolibri Színház, INDIA | Samta Shikhtar, IRELAND | Baboró 
International Arts Festival for Children, Cliodhna Noonan, Graffiti Theatre Company, Lali Morris, ISRAEL | Sharon Gavrielov, 
Train Theater, Yael Ankry, ITALY | Compagnia Il Melarancio, Compagnia TPO, Drammatico Vegetale, Ketti Grunchi, La 
Baracca ONLUS, La Piccionaia, Teatro all'Improvviso, JAPAN | Yutaka Takei, LITHUANIA | Teatriukas, MÉXICO | A la Deriva 
Teatro, Colectivo Teatro en Espiral, Teatro Al Vacio, MONGOLIA | Creative Bamboo, NETHERLANDS | Muziekvoorstelling, 
NORWAY | Babyopera, Dybwikdans, POLAND | Art Fraction Foundation, CSD Poznan, Teatr Malego Widza, REPUBLIC OF 
SAN MARINO | Bradipoteatar, ROMANIA | Teatrul Ion Creanga, RUSSIAN FEDERATION | Almaz Sadriev, SINGAPORE | ACT 
3 International, SLOVENIA | LGL, SPAIN | Acción Educativa , Arena en los Bolsillos, Asociacion de Teatro Escolar, Da.Te 
Danza, Escena Miriñaque, Rialles Espectacles, Teatro Paraiso, SWEDEN | Annasara Yderstedt, Dockteatern Tittut, Teater Tre, 
SWITZERLAND | Teatro Pan, TURKEY | Atta Festival, UK | Charlotte Allan, Cwmni Theatr Arad Goch, Jo Belloli, Polka Theatre, 
Second Hand Dance, Starcatchers , Sticky Fingers Early Years Arts, Take Art Ltd 
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