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 Equal Opportunities and Inclusion Policy  

 

Policy statement 

Cross Hayes Pre School is committed to the inclusion of all children, from admission to Pre School to participation 
in all the activities.  This policy protects the rights of children and the rights of parents/carers, students and all 
staff.  It covers: 

 gender  

 ethnicity 

 disability  

 age  

 religion/belief  

 sexual orientation  

 socio-economic status  

Aims 

1. All children have a right of full access to Early Years Education through the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) Curriculum. 

2. All children have a right to expect to learn in a caring and considerate environment where the staff and the 
children are all valued for their contribution to Pre School life. 

3. The Pre School is committed to the early identification of children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
and to adopting clear and open procedures which are outlined in this policy. 

4. The Pre School is committed to working closely with parents/carers who are fully involved in all decisions 
that affect their children’s education. 

5. The Pre School will provide, within available resources, the highest possible quality support and inclusive 
education for children with additional needs. 

Purpose 

1. To meet the individual needs of children in our setting. 

2. To ensure that Inclusion and Equal Opportunities are put into practice. 

3. To raise quality and standards. 

4. To recognise the rights of the child. 

5. To encourage parent/carers to use Cross Hayes Pre School 

https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/535/early-years-settings-gender-q-a
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/448/early-years-settings-race-and-ethnicity-q-a
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/449/early-years-settings-disability-and-special-educational-need-q-a
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/450/age
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/451/early-years-settings-religion-and-belief-q-a
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/452/early-years-sexual-orientation-q-a
https://www.pre-school.org.uk/practitioners/inclusion/453/early-years-settings-socio-economic-disadvantage-q-a
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The role of our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator: 

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is Sarah Bennet, Deputy Supervisor (Welfare 
Requirement 3.66) 

Each setting is required to develop and implement a Special Needs/Inclusion Policy which reflects the aims and 
practice of the setting and which supports inclusion. 

Our setting based SENCO: 

1. Works with other staff to agree and implement the Inclusion Policy. 

2. Co-ordinates the Special Educational Needs provision within our setting. 

3. Offers support for parents/carers. 

4. Supports staff development. 

5. Liaises with other agencies. 

6. Keeps appropriate records. 

7. Assists staff in making observations and assessments. 

8. Assists staff in planning for children with Special Educational Needs. 

9. Contacts our Area Early Years Inclusion Officer (EYIO) at an early stage for informal advice and support.  
This is Cara Mead: cara.mead@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 

Partnership with Parents and Carers 

Parents/carers know their children best and are consulted at every level of support.  Procedures should be 
explained to parents/carers in order to develop a close working relationship and so parents/carers can involved in 
the targets being set for their child.  Parents/carers should be offered advice about how they can work with their 
child at home if they so wish.  The effectiveness of any support works best when staff and families work in 
partnership. 

Consultation with parents/carers is made informally on a daily basis as well as at parents/carers’ evenings.  
Additional consultation is made at either the parents/carers or the Pre School’s request at a mutually convenient 
time.  

Meetings for parents/carers of children at Early Years Action Plus will be organised termly to review and write 
IEPs. 

 

Identification and Assessment of Special Educational Needs: 
Definition of SEN (From the SEN Code of Practice): 

A child has SEN if she or he has a learning difficulty that calls for special educational provision to be made for her 
or him. 

A child has a learning difficulty if she or he: 

1. Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age. 

2. Has a disability that either prevents or hinders the child from making use of the facilities of a kind provided 
for children of the same age in Pre School. 

A child must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of 
the home is different from the language in which she or he will be taught. 

mailto:cara.mead@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Identification, assessment and provision 

The need for early identification is paramount.  It is made either by the staff or from information received from 
previous pre schools, nursery provision or from other external sources.  Parental concern is also taken into 
consideration.  The Pre School follows the Stages set out in the revised Code of Practice.  This identifies the 
stage the child is at, and clarifies who is responsible for the additional provision that is needed to support the 
child’s progress. 

Our system of observation and record keeping, which operates in conjunction with parents/carers, enables us to 
monitor children’s needs and progress on an individual basis. 

Children with other needs are provided for through individual education plans.  There is a high level of adults to 
children enabling us to provide all children with adult time and attention. 

If it is felt that a child’s needs cannot be met through Pre School without additional support then advice will be 
sought from the Area EYIO to seek extended funding. 

The Staged Model of Special Educational Needs 
Early Years Action 

The staff in consultation with the SENCO needs to gather information to assess the child’s learning difficulties.  An 
Individual Education Programme (IEP) is written and put into place.  Provision for extra support is made within the 
resources of the Pre School.  

Early Years Action Plus 

As at Early Years Action with additional support from specialists from outside the Pre School. 

Request for Statutory Assessment 

The child is considered for Statutory Assessment by the staff in consultation with the SENCO, parents/carers and 
outside specialists.  The LEA considers the need for a statutory assessment and, if appropriate, makes a multi-
disciplinary assessment. 

Statement of Special Educational Needs 

If the LEA decides that there is sufficient need for statutory assessment further evidence will need to be collected 
by the Pre School.  The SENCO in consultation with the staff, parents/carers and outside specialists will write a 
full assessment.  The LEA considers the need for a statement of special educational needs and if appropriate, 
makes a statement and arranges, monitors and reviews provision. 

Links with support services and other agencies 

The Pre School recognises that to provide a fully inclusive and supportive environment there is a need, when 
considering SEN, to work closely with the full range of support services and external agencies.  Agencies are 
called upon when support is required for a specific need.  The Pre School also works closely with agencies when 
information is requested to support a child. 

Agencies used by the Pre School include, but can vary depend on the needs of the children attending: 

 Speech and Language Therapy 

 Educational Psychologist 

 Behaviour Support Service 

 Health Visitors 

 Pre School Early Years Advisory Teacher EYAT 

 Area EYIO 
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Curriculum, Resources and the Learning Environment 
Curriculum 

We aim to: 

 Ensure total coverage of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum. 

 Ensure that the activities provide many opportunities for play and for children to learn through play. 

 Provide a stimulating and interesting environment. 

 Build on knowledge and skills already acquired and making sure that each child is being stretched and able to 

reach their own potential. 

 Produce plans so that children can work at their own level and pace through a range of activities. 

The Pre School aims to provide a differentiated curriculum, relating learning targets, tasks, resources and learning 
support to individual children’s needs in order to maximise their achievement and progress.  The Pre School plans 
using the EYFS Curriculum Guidance. 

At Early Years Action Plus support will be provided from the outside agencies involved in writing IEPs. 

At the Pre School we feel it is essential that the children with SEN are taught in a fully inclusive classroom and 
their needs are met within the curriculum being planned.  These may include Speech and Language therapy 
sessions and work specifically related to IEPs.  As far as possible the IEP will help the child be included into the 
planned curriculum within the session. 

 

Monitoring and reviewing 

 So that our policies and procedures remain effective, we monitor and review them annually to ensure our 

strategies meet our overall aims to promote equality, inclusion and to value diversity. 

 We provide a complaints procedure and a complaints summary record for parents to see. 

 

Legal framework 

 

The Equality Act (2010) 

Children Act (1989) & (2004) 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (2001) 

 

 

This policy was adopted at a meeting of  (name of provider) 

Latest review  (date) 

Date to be reviewed  (date) 

Signed on behalf of the provider  

Name of signatory  

Role of signatory (e.g. chair, director or owner)  
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Other useful Pre-school Learning Alliance publications 

 

 Guide to the Equality Act and Good Practice (2011) 

 All Together Now (2011) 

 Where’s Dad? (2009) 

 

 


