Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date/Time:      Monday  - July 11 2016
Location – Harkstead Village Hall

Councillors Present: Simon Leatherdale, John Zalucki, William |Wrinch, Alison Looser, Roger Harward, Dave Wood (County), David Rose (District)

Also present: clerk

1. Apologies – none.
2. Declaration of Interest – William Wrinch. Village hall trustee.
3. Minutes of last meeting – signed as correct.
4. Matters Arising – 1. Broadband petition had been presented to Colin Noble, leader of Suffolk C.C. He had said the money was there, they were just waiting for the time, possibly 2018 as Dave Wood had previously said (October 2015). Everything now depended on Open Reach. Clerk to write to Mr Jonathan Chown (programme manager for Suffolk CC) Colin Noble and MP James Cartlidge saying Harkstead P.C. is pleased to learn that the plan is to achieve 24mgb speed. 2. Chairman and clerk had met with Sgt Gary Milbourne reference a local anti social behaviourist. It seems that the routes to follow are 1. GP’s involved, be asked to issue the medications in smaller amounts but more frequently to hopefully reduce ‘over’ dosing. 2. Police are working on a CPN (community prevention notice) which if breached will led to a CPO (court prevention order). The first is a civil suit and can be enforced by local people coming forward with statements. Their identities will not be known. The second is a court order and any witness statements will be for public perusal. Secondly, as regards beach parties, Sgt.  Milbourne, has no regular night staff, this may change. However if a party is planned, police to be pre warned.
Adjournment – Dave Wood said there is a public consultation about 3 possible sites for new crossings on River Orwell. The peninsula area would mostly be affected by the Wherstead Road crossing, more traffic. The other consultation is the ‘devolution bid’ – to decide if Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge and Peterborough would support/need a Mayor. Dave thinks with all the other upheaval in the country at present, this may not happen. He did urge people to look at both consultations on the SCC website. Clerk to make Devolution an agenda item for August. David Rose agreed with above and said all council areas had to agree before this bid was moved forward.

5. Millennium Green – Equipment inspected. Clerk to get quotes for new safety surfacing under slide and look into possible funding from grants. Clerk to contact HMGT again about removing old chicken wire tangled in the fencing
6. Planning Applications – Amendment to B/16/483 – Sparrow Hall. Parish council had no comment other than to ask if the pond could be retained, made safe by fencing or gridding if necessary.
7. Footpaths – Clerk to ask for FP 32 to be redefined. FP 26 is now clear and way marked, but steps could do with attention. ROWIP – Rights of Way Improvement Plan, clerk to ask if bridleways could be considered and if there could be increased resources for maintenance.
8. Financial Report – Current Ac. - £454, Business Saver - £4043. Savings - £1710. Expenditure £52.80 to SALC for councillors Leatherdale and Harward attending a website building course. ii)Clerk had responded to auditors queries that increase in spending was due to, new noticeboard, Queen’s birthday donation, black bags for shore bin and general small increases in subscriptions etc. Owed to the PC was VAT, as yet unclaimed.  iii) Clerk instructed to keep an extra £1000 in current account, as interest rates were so low.
9. Correspondence – Most forwarded by email. Clerk had received a letter from pensions regulator. Cllr. Wrinch will ask his secretary to explain what was involved and suggested clerk speak to parishioner Christine Boon as her job involved this sort of finance.
10. Any other business – Cllr. Wrinch said he was surprised that not more was done about fly tipping asbestos. There was only 1 company who would dispose of it that he had found. Cllr. Leatherdale extended thanks to any European immigrants/migrants, working locally and contributing to our economy.
11. Next meeting – August 8 at 7.30pm.
 As there was no other business meeting ended 2046.

