Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date/Time:      Monday  - June 9 2014
Location – Harkstead Village Hall

Councillors Present: William Wrinch, Roger Harward, John Zalucki, John Pollett, Simon

          Leatherdale. County Cllr. Dave Wood.

Also present: Parishioner Rodney Freeman and Clerk.

1. Apologies – Cllr. Alison Looser, PCSO Jo Adams, District Cllr. David Rose.
2. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman – Cllr. John Pollett proposed William Wrinch for Chairman and Roger Harward for Vice-Chairman.  This was seconded by Cllr. Simon Leatherdale and both accepted the office.
3. Declaration of Interest – William Wrinch, as trustee of Village Hall.
4. Minutes of last meeting – April 14 were accepted and signed.
Matters Arising – i) Village Sign planning application had been submitted. PC would still like written confirmation from site freeholder.  ii) PC’s hadn’t yet started to monitor parish footpaths but agreed between them to walk the paths and the peninsula had been designated yet. But hopefully by end of 2015, 95% of population would be upgraded. Dave also said that the Minister for DEFRA had been to the area and was very impressed with the AONB situation and Suffolk C & H arrangements and plans. Dave was also pleased to report that the Tattingstone Solar Park application appeal had been turned down.

Roger Harward asked Dave Wood if the new Community Infrastructure Levy would affect the current S106 money. Dave said it was a replacement, so no change.

5. Millennium Green – i) Inspection had been done. The slide surround was cracked, so will be monitored for replacement. Goal net had been destroyed by the mower, probably won’t be replaced. Book signed as such. ii) Simon Leatherdale asked if wildflowers could be added to the rough areas at the perimeter edges and bird boxes located in some trees. PC agreed it was a good idea and Dave Wood said grants could be obtained for this type of project.
6. Planning Applications B/14/51/FHA Keisan – Sing. Storey front ext, alter chimney stack and erect detached garage, (demolish original). Cllrs to look at plans online as clerk had forgotten to bring the paperwork.
7. Footpaths –There was a general discussion about the Harkstead paths and PC’s will review and discuss them at meeting if they found any problems while walking them.
8. Financial Report – Current Ac. £972, BS Ac. £2675, Savings £1684.  Expenditure this month CAS (S.Acre) annual subs. £30. SALC annual subs. £120. Agreed and cheques raised.
· ii) Earlier in the month payments were agreed online for the following: 1. £5 to BDC extra for Village Sign application (previous cheque was for £92.50, total now £97.50) 2. £21.75 to Village Hall for room hire in July, Aug. Sept. 2013. Previous cheque (No.100655) had not been presented so was now cancelled.
· iii) Rodney Freeman as internal auditor for the PC had found the following discrepancies, which were now being rectified. These are all authorised payments that were mistakenly omitted from the meetings’ minutes:- A) May 13 2013 - £1099.98 to Roger Harward for purchase of soil, pipe and crushed stone for the play tunnel. B) Aug. 19 2013 - £4.96 to Roger Harward, grass seed for the mound. C) January 13 2014 - £196.50 GNS for following year donation. D) April 4 2014 - £92.50 to BDC for Village Sign planning application. (this replaced No.100648 issued July 2013, which was cancelled as out of date).
PC decided that from now all invoices and cheque stubs would be initialled by two PC’s not one.  At present when clerk gives the bank account details, they are based against cheques issued, not cheques presented. Clerk will go back to checking bank statements against cheques issued and will register for online banking, so can see monthly statements. Presently paper statements are issued every three months.

iv) PC agreed the audit which was signed by chairman and clerk for return to BDO.

9. Correspondence – Most had been circulated online.  Nothing was mentioned apart from the replacement of the S106 grant and planning changes were coming in to operation from July 1.
10. Any other business – Baker’s Arms as a community asset to be an agenda item for next meeting.
11. Next meeting – July 14 at 7.30pm
