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Once again the County has decided not to inc~ease your share of the . . 

Council Tax and instead accept the Government's extra grant by 

initiating a 0% increase . 

Whilst this is good news for all of the residents of Suffolk, is does 

mean there will be a massive cut in the overall budget of around £40 

million during the next financial year, with mdst of the cuts being f~lt 

b~ Children and Adult Services. Re-modernising and tran~formation 

of services can only go so far so, rest assured, I and my group will be 

keeping a close watch to ensure the needy and vulnerable are not 

harmed. 

Education results have shown a slight improvement this year but we 

still languish in the lower half of the league tables. This is clearly not 

good enough and several of us feel that the "Raising the Bar" 

initiative is not delivering what it has promised. As such we will be 

asking the Scrutiny Committee to have a thorough look at the 

problem. 

Since Highways have been outsourced to Keir MG there have been 

numerous problems as no doubt you have all read or heard about. 

As Councillors we have been assured that this has been rectified and 

improvements have been made, however only time will tell. 

Council care provision provided by Care UK also came under the 

spotlight during the course of the year. I am glad to say the Council 

intervened quickly and the problem has been rectified. 
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The roll out of high speed Broadband continues across the County 

with yet another grant being received from the Government and 

Council. Parts of the peninsula have already benefitted from this 

including parts of Brantham, Holbrook, Stutton and Shetley. 

Hopefully the rest of the area will be up to speed later this year or 

early next. A project is also underway to improve mobile phone 

coverage in rural areas, with an announcement due to be made 

soon. 

Harkstead is situated within thedesignated area of Suffolk Coast and 

Heaths AONB the Parish is within the project area we are also quite 

close to Dedham Vale AONB.The units that look after these two 

designated landscapes has now been amalgamated into one as part 

of a cost cutting initiative due to funding cuts. However, each area 

still has its own identity and budget. I am sure some of you are 

aware that the southern side of the Stour, which is part of the 

project area of SC&H AONB, is going through the process of official 

designation and more on this is due late this year. 

I am aware that it has been reported that I spoke against the 

planning application for the Ganges site at the recent Babergh 

Planning Committee meeting. As the elected representative for the 

whole of the Peninsula I felt I had to reflect the views of everyone. I 

am not against development on this site but thought that 285 was to 

many. 

In fact over the last few years I have raised several questions in the 

Council Chamber with regards the state of the site in particular the 

condition of the mast and working with former Councillor Penny 

Clarke was successful in getting Babergh to acknowledge the 

heritage assets on the site. 
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However with the approval of planning permission for housing at 

Shatley I am aware of the need for highway improvements at 

Freston crossroads and along the 81456. I shall be endeavouring to 

obtain a 40mph speed limit through Freston as well as improvements 

to the crossroads. The County has introduced a new policy with 

regards speed limits together with a panel so hopefully this will 

improve our chances.It is also important that what benefits the 

community have achieved with regards this development that we 

make sure the developers deliver, rest assured I will be doing all I can 

to ensure this is the case. 

Locally within the last year I am pleased to report we have seen the 

resumption of the Sunday Bus Service, it will be continuing and I 

have just allocated some funding from my locality grant to make sure 

it does. Suffolk County Council have also given a grant to the foot 

ferry ensuring that operates during the summer season and I wish 

the new owner success with this venture. 

As most of you are aware I am able to allocate funds from my locality 

budget to local projects/initiatives. This year I have been able help 

Harkstead Carpet Bowls Club and Holbrook Academy with their 

production of "We will Rock You". 

If anyone belonging to a group or organisation that is looking for 

funds please get in touch and I will be only to, pleased to help out if I 

can. 

Thank you 
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