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  What do we know about angels?

 
 
 Saying angels are almost everywhere in Scripture is not an exaggeration. From Genesis to Revelation, we find angels visiting Abraham in his tent in Mamré, angels blowing trumpets in John’s Apocalypse, and angels helping Mary and Joseph understand their respective crucial roles in the history of salvation. Jacob fights an angel, and an angel heals the blind Tobit. Tradition speaks of fallen angels and of an angelic militia, and Scripture gives us the names of three angels. But who are they? Who –or what- is an angel? What is the difference, for instance, between an angel and an archangel, or between seraphim and cherubim?
 While we find angels being mentioned all throughout Scripture, biblical texts don’t really tell us all that much about them. For instance, the classic classification of angels in nine choirs -from those closest to God to those furthest away- is found, almost as in passing, in Paul’s letter to the Colossians. If we want to go deeper into it, then we need to turn to the writings of Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, St. Ambrose, St. Gregory, Jan Van Ruysbroeck, and St. Thomas Aquinas. What we intended to do with this short e-book is presenting the reader with clear, simple, straightforward answers to the questions you have always wanted to ask about angels –and were probably too shy to ask.
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Angels: Are they cute babies or fierce warriors?

Philip Kosloski

  Various depictions of angels highlight different attributes of these heavenly helpers.

 Angels are not easy to depict in art as they are purely spiritual creatures. They do not posses a physical body, though at times they take on the appearance of a human.
 In the Bible angels are usually described with a visible body, but that is only a facade, a mask they put on so that we can see them with our eyes. Otherwise they are naturally invisible creatures to our human eyes.
 Consequently artists can depict angels in various ways, and often choose an appearance that will highlight a spiritual attribute angels possess. For example, in the fourth century, angels were painted or sculpted with wings, focusing on their missionary character.
 During the Renaissance, artists started painting angels as children with wings. These are called putti in Italian and are a remnant of classical art, a feature of ancient Greek and Roman mythology. They were closely associated with the god Eros (Cupid), but took on a new meaning with Christianity.
 Artists decided to use these putti to represent angelic creatures, typically in the background of paintings and sculptures. The spiritual significance of their babyish features was to highlight the innocence of angels. Angels were created by God with an intellect superior to human intelligence, and free will. Those that chose to stay in the courts of heaven did so definitively and remain pure in all things. This purity was translated into art through the use of beautiful chubby children.
 Angels have also been depicted as fierce warriors with swords and shields, ready to do battle. This was especially true for St. Michael the Archangel, who is usually represented as a warrior dealing a death blow to Satan.
 Warrior angels are very common in Scripture. Joshua meets such an angel while encamped outside Jericho.
 
  
    While Joshua was near Jericho, he raised his eyes and saw one who stood facing him, drawn sword in hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you one of us or one of our enemies?” He replied, “Neither. I am the commander of the army of the Lord: now I have come.” (Joshua 5:13-14)
  


 This visual representation highlights the reality that angels have the power to defeat spiritual enemies such as demons. Angels are powerful spiritual warriors and while their battles are largely invisible, the effects of their protection can often be felt.
 However an angel is depicted, the artist is focusing on a particular aspect of their nature. While cute little babies may appear to be the opposite of fierce warriors, both representations reflect a truth about angels.
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Do angels have wings?

Philip Kosloski

  The artistic depiction of angels is rooted in their mission.

 Almost every time an angel is painted, sculpted or drawn, the spiritual creature is shown with wings. Why?
 To understand the artistic depiction of angels, we must first understand the nature of an angel in the Christian tradition. First of all, the English word “angel” comes from the Latin angelus, meaning “messenger of God.” The Latin stems from Greek ἄγγελος ángelos, which is a translation of the Hebrew mal’ākh, meaning “messenger,” “delegate,” or “ambassador.”
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it this way:
 
  
    St. Augustine says: “‘Angel’ is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of their nature, it is ‘spirit’; if you seek the name of their office, it is ‘angel’: from what they are, ‘spirit,’ from what they do, ‘angel.’” 
  

  
    With their whole beings the angels are servants and messengers of God. Because they “always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven” they are the “mighty ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice of his word.”
  

  
    The word “angel” then simply describes what they do and not what they are. Angels are above all messengers and as we will see when we open up Sacred Scripture, they are messengers of God’s divine plan. (CCC 329)
  


 Angels are pure spirits, meaning that they do not posses a physical body, though at times they can take on the appearance of a human. The visible form that is often reported in Scripture or popular news stories is a facade, a mask they put on so that we can see them with our eyes. Otherwise they are naturally invisible creatures.
 For the first few centuries of the Church angels were shown not much different from humans in religious art, basing their representations on what little is described in biblical accounts.
 However, by the 4th century artists started to differentiate these spiritual creatures. The first known depiction of an angel with wings is on the Prince’s Sarcophagus, found at Sarigüzel, near Istanbul, and dated between 379 and 395.
 Ever since, artists generally used wings and linked it to the mission of these creatures as messengers.
 Part of the reason for the change in religious art is linked to the spiritual symbolism of birds. Birds in the ancient world were seen (and used) as messengers. The tradition is as ancient as Noah and continued through Greek mythology. The god Hermes, for example, is known as the messenger of the gods and was often depicted with wings attached to his helmet or hat. It was natural for Greco-Roman artists to draw upon this tradition to visually represent angels, the true messengers of God.
 So while angels do not have wings, the artistic expression has become an excellent way to visualize their office entrusted to them by God.
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3 Hierarchies of angels and what they do for humanity

Philip Kosloski

  According to tradition, angels are divided up into three different groups, each with their own responsibilities.

 Angels are “messengers,” spiritual beings created by God. Even though they are typically invisible to the eye, they are all around us, fulfilling the tasks they were given by God.
 Many are familiar with the nine “choirs” of angels, a division that is found throughout the Bible. However, according to tradition, these nine choirs are further grouped into three “hierarchies,” with each group having an overall mission.
 This type of organization of angels is argued by St. Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Theologiae. Responding to the objection that all angels are included under one hierarchy, Aquinas writes, “On the contrary, Dionysius (Coel. Hier. vi) distinguishes three hierarchies of angels.”
 Aquinas is drawing from a previous proposal written by Dionysius the Pseudo-Areopagite, a Christian theologian and philosopher whose writings date to the 5th and 6th centuries. He wrote in The Celestial Hierarchy, “Theology has given to the Celestial Beings nine interpretative names, and among these our divine initiator distinguishes three threefold Orders.”
 
  First 
  Hierarchy

 Dionysius writes, “This, so far as I know, is the first Order of Celestial Beings which are established about God, immediately encircling Him: and in perpetual purity they encompass His eternal Knowledge in that most high and eternal angelic dance, rapt in the bliss of manifold blessed contemplations, and irradiated with pure and primal splendors … they know pre-eminently many divine matters, and they participate as far as they may in Divine Understanding and Knowledge.”
 In other words, this first hierarchy of angels are closest to God and remain in his presence. The top-most choir in this hierarchy are often called the “seraphim,” which means “burning ones,” symbolizing the great love they have for God.
 
  Second 
  Hierarchy

 Dionysius writes, “They are true Lords, perpetually aspiring to true lordship, and to the Source of lordship, and they providentially fashion themselves and those below them, as far as possible, into the likeness of true lordship. They do not turn towards vain shadows, but wholly give themselves to that true Authority.” They lead “those below it, as far as possible, to the Supreme Power which is the Source of Power, which it manifests after the manner of Angels in the well-ordered ranks of its own authoritative power.”
 To put it more simply, this hierarchy of angels is a kind of “middle-management,” and orders those choirs below them. It is also believed that these angels help guide the universe and are God’s instruments in ordering all of creation.
 
  Third 
  Hierarchy

 Dionysius writes, “Accordingly the Word of God has given our hierarchy into the care of Angels, for Michael is called Lord of the people of Judah, and other Angels are assigned to other peoples. For the Most High established the boundaries of the nations according to the number of the Angels of God.”
 This last hierarchy includes angels that are directly in contact with humanity, such as Guardian Angels and Archangels. It is believed that every person, as well as every Nation and People, has a Guardian Angel. They are the direct messengers of God to humans and have delivered such messages as the birth of the Messiah to the Virgin Mary.
 This traditional ordering of angels is an accepted Catholic belief, though not part of official Church dogma. Dionysius readily admits, “I hold that none but the Divine Creator by whom they were ordained is able to know fully the number and the nature of the supermundane Beings and the regulation of their sacred Hierarchies; and furthermore, that they know their own powers and illuminations and their own holy supermundane ordination.” These three hierarchies are at best “theories,” though very well researched ones and in accord with Catholic theology.
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The 9 choirs of angels and the roles given them by God

Philip Kosloski

  Each angel is created for a specific purpose within the cosmos.

 Angels are spiritual beings created by God, naturally invisible to the human eye, but all around us and constantly carrying out the tasks God has given them.
 Traditionally the angels are classified into what are called nine “choirs” or “ranks.” This division is based on nine names of angels found in Sacred Scripture.
 Saint Paul writes about them in his letters:
 
  
    [May] The eyes of your heart [be] enlightened, that you may know what the hope is of the glory of his inheritance in the saints … Which he wrought in Christ, raising him up from the dead, and setting him on his right hand in the heavenly places. Above all principality, and power, and virtue, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. (Ephesians 1:18, 20-21)
  

  
    For in him were all things created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominations, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him and in him. (Colossians 1:16)
  


 The Old Testament adds Cherubim and Seraphim (in multiple places) and “archangels” are named both in the New Testament (Gabriel, Michael) and in the Old Testament (Raphael and Michael).
 St. Gregory the Great puts all of these “choirs” into a single list in one of his homilies. “We know on the authority of Scripture that there are nine orders of angels, viz., Angels, Archangels, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Dominations, Throne, Cherubim and Seraphim.”
 It is believed that each of these choirs was given a specific task by God. Theologian and philosopher Dr. Peter Kreeft gives a nice summary of these different choirs and their roles in his book :
 
  
    The first three levels see and adore God directly:
  

  
    The seraphim, the highest choir, comprehend God with maximum clarity, and therefore their love flames the hottest. (“Seraphim” means “the burning ones.”) Lucifer (“Light-bearer”) was once one of them. That’s why he’s still very powerful and dangerous.
  

  
    The cherubim contemplate God too, but less in himself than in his providence…(“Cherubim” means “fullness of wisdom.”)
  

  
    The thrones contemplate God’s power and judgments. (Thrones symbolize judicial, juridical power.)
  

  
    The next three choirs fulfill God’s providential plans for the universe, like middle management personnel:
  

  
    The dominations or “dominions” (…”authority”), command the lesser angels below them.
  

  
    The virtues receive their orders from the dominations and “run” the universe, so to speak, especially the heavenly bodies. (“Virtue” used to mean power, might, or energy.)
  

  
    The powers serve the virtues by fighting against evil influences that oppose the virtues’ providential plan.
  

  
    The last three choirs directly order human affairs:
  

  
    The principalities care for earthly principalities, that is, cities and nations and kingdoms.
  

  
    The archangels (such as Gabriel) carry God’s important messages to man.
  

  
    Ordinary angels are the “guardian angels,” one for each individual.
  


 This traditional ordering of angels is an accepted Catholic belief, though not part of official Church dogma. St. Thomas Aquinas is another Church theologian who found these different choirs of angels throughout Scripture and sought to find a coherent way to arrange them. Aquinas devotes an entire question in his Summa Theologiae to this concept and Kreeft’s summary above is partially derived from it.
 What’s interesting is that according to this arrangement, only archangels and (ordinary) angels have direct dealings with humans. The many multitudes of the other choirs of angels are either with God or govern the world invisibly. An exception is St. Francis of Assisi, who was given the stigmata, or wounds of Christ, by a seraph. For this reason he is known among Franciscans as “our Seraphic Father.”
 What a feast it will be for our eyes when, as Christ told Nathaniel, we “will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”
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Misconceptions about Death, Angels and the Day of the Dead

Cristobal Almanza

  Celebrating death can be a path to holiness

 I’ve been intrigued by how much interest there is in angels in the world today, especially from the secular world. In fact a 2011 poll found that 77% of Americans believe in angels. This is somewhat surprising considering that there are a growing number of people that don’t believe in God today. Sadly enough, angels are often misunderstood. In doing some recent personal research on angels, I was shocked to see how many erroneous books are found on the shelves of bookstores and libraries.
 There has certainly been a surging interest in our celestial friends, but this is perhaps because they are seen as a less threatening idea of heaven than God, Saints, or even death.
  
Death Doesn’t Produce Angels
It is common to hear a recently deceased person called an angel, but this is impossible. The death of a human never produces an angel because the two are completely different beings. Angelswere created before any other living thing, and wonderfully assist in the glorious works of God. Humans have the terrific blessing of participating in salvation in different and more physical way.
 Even though the Angels were created as more powerful beings and higher than us, Jesus still lowered Himself to become a man instead of an angel. This was such an insult to some of the angels that they refused to serve and were separated into the realm of hell.
  
 Humans and angels are so intrinsically different that it is somewhat odd how the tradition came about of thinking people die and earn wings. While the movie “City of Angels” was mistaken about many aspects concerning angels, it did strongly emphasize that humans and angels are different entities. Sadly, this concept hasn’t caught on, but at least none of the other inaccuracies about angels have either.
 I think that for some, it is a way of hoping that the ones we love who have died are no longer in a place of suffering and have passed through the gates of heaven. This sentiment is genuine and comes with good intentions, but if they have entered into heaven, the reality is even better than the stories and they are what they were created to be — saints.
 One of the most difficult things about this is that people’s thoughts about angels are often shared in times of grief and pain, which is an awkward time to correct someone of mistaken understandings of the faith. I am hoping that by talking more about the reality of death — not just during the most difficult times — we can learn how to speak correctly of the faithfully departed.
  
Dia de los Muertos
 Here in Austin, Texas, and in many other places, it is increasingly common to hear about Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). As this celebration moves into the mainstream it is often confused with the secular celebrations of Halloween in the United States. While there is a very long history of natives from Mexico celebrating their ancestors through a month-long celebration, the authentic celebration of Dia de los Muertos is Catholic at its heart.
 Many of those that try to dismiss this fact, also try to ignore how deeply entrenched contemporary Mexican culture is in the tradition of the Church. The official Day of the Dead is recognized by the Catholic Church as the universal feast of All Souls Day celebrated on November 2. Unlike the pagan understanding of death, we know that our loved ones need prayers and we need their intercession for their journey toward heaven. On this day the Church raises our departed loved ones to the altar to offer prayers of atonement and remembrance.
 After the dramatic separation of the soul from the body, we believe that souls require cleansing of the sins they cling to at the moment of death through the process of purgation. Some of us need more than others, but because the soul separates from the body, it exists outside of time as we know it. This is why we continue to pray for our loved ones for years after our their death. 
  
  
 This is a perfect day to visit the tombs of our departed family and friends, tidy them up if necessary, and spend time remembering them. In Mexican culture, it is common to celebrate their memory through their favorite foods, activities, and reflecting upon their best memories. We know that death does not destroy them, and we can still be connected through the communion of saints.
 Catholic Symbolism and Mortality
While fascination with skulls may look morbid, it has been a popular symbol in the Christian tradition (especially in the Franciscan tradition) and is there to remind us of our inescapable mortality. We cannot be afraid of death, for we know we will all face it some day, and we know that our faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ can grant us eternal life.
 I once visited a famous Capuchin Franciscan chapel in Rome that features colossal designs, patterns, and structures built out of the real bones of approximately 5,000 dead Franciscan brothers. It may seem scandalous to the feint of heart, but its message is powerful and surprisingly beautiful. The final sign reminds you “What you are now, we once were; what we are now, you shall be.”
 Remember to pray for your loved ones this upcoming All Souls Day, and speak boldly of the incomparable reality that heaven is a much better reality than any fairy tales. Death, be not proud.
 Cristobal Almanza is a Catholic artist and designer living in Austin, Texas. He serves as a high school catechist and retreat coordinator, and is committed to promoting the beauty of Truth through education and art. He is President and Co-Founder of ACNM, Austin Catholic New Media. This article originally appeared on ACNM’s blog and is reprinted here with permission. 
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What Does Our Guardian Angel Do after We Die?

Fr. Antonio Maria Cardenas, ORC

  A guardian angel’s mission does not end with death; it continues until we achieve union with God

 Regarding guardian angels, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches in number 336 that “from infancy to death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession.”
 It is clear from this text that we enjoy the protection and vigilance of our guardian angels even at the moment of death. These angels don’t only accompany us in this earthly life; their action extends into the next life.
 In order to understand the relationship that continues to exist between angels and human beings during our passing from this life to the next, we must understand that angels have been “sent to serve, for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14). Similarly, Saint Basil the Great teaches that no one can deny that “beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life” (CCC 336).
 That is to say the primary mission of guardian angels is the salvation of mankind: that each of us enters the life of union with God. This mission includes the assistance that guardian angels give to souls at the moment when they present themselves before God.
 The Fathers of the Church speak of this mission when they say that guardian angels are present with the soul at the moment of death, and protect it from the last attacks of demons.
 Saint Aloysius Gonzaga (1568–1591) taught that at the moment when the soul leaves the body, it is accompanied and consoled by its guardian angel so that the soul can present itself confidently before the Judgment Seat of God. The angel, according to this saint, presents the merits of Christ so that the soul can find support in them at the moment of its particular judgment. Once the Divine Judge has pronounced his sentence, if the soul is sent to purgatory, it will be visited frequently by its guardian, who will comfort and console it, bringing the prayers that have been offered for it, and assuring the soul of its future liberation.
 In this way it is understandable that the help and mission of the guardian angel does not end with the death of those the angels protect. This mission continues until the soul reaches union with God.
 Nonetheless, we must remember that after death we must face a particular judgment in which the soul in God’s presence may choose between opening itself to God’s love or definitively rejecting his love and forgiveness, thus renouncing joyful communion with him forever (see John Paul II, General Audience, August 4, 1999).
 If the soul decides to enter communion with God, it joins its angel in praising the One and Triune God for all eternity.
 Nonetheless, if it happens that the soul is “in a condition of being open to God, but still imperfectly, the journey toward full beatitude requires a purification, which the faith of the Church illustrates in the doctrine of ‘purgatory’” (John Paul II, General Audience, August 4, 1999).
 In this case the angel, which is holy and pure and lives in the presence of God, neither needs nor can participate in the purification of its ward’s soul. What the guardian angel can and does do is intercede for its protected soul before the throne of God and seek help among the people on earth so as to bring prayers to its ward, in order that it may thus leave purgatory.
 Those souls who decide to reject definitively the love and forgiveness of God, thus renouncing joyful communion with him for all time (John Paul II, General Audience, July 21, 1999), also renounce and reject the joyful friendship with their guardian angel. In this terrible situation the angel praises God’s divine justice and holiness.
 In any of these three possible scenarios (heaven, purgatory or hell) the holy angel will always rejoice at God’s judgment, because the angel is perfectly and totally united to the divine will.
 During these days, let us remember that we can join the guardian angels of those we love who have died, so the angels may take our prayers to God, and he may show his mercy.
 
  
    
  

 
  Translated from the Spanish by Matthew Green.
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Pope Francis on Guardian Angels: They Exist, and We Should be Listening to Them

Vatican Radio

  “How is my relationship to my guardian angel? Do I listen to him?”

 
  “How is my relationship with my guardian angel? Do I listen to him? Do I say good morning to him in the morning? Do I ask him: Watch over me when I sleep?”, the Pope asked in his homily this Thursday.

 Guardian angels are not an imaginative doctrine, but companions that God has placed beside us on our life’s journey, said Pope Francis Thursday morning at Mass at Casa Santa Marta, on the day when the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels.
 Pope Francis said that the readings of the day present us with two images: the angel and the baby. God placed an angel by our side to watch over us: “If anyone believes that they can walk on their own, they would be greatly mistaken”, they would fall “into that terrible trap of arrogance: Believing we are great,” self-sufficient. 
 Jesus taught the apostles to be like children. “The disciples argued about who was the greatest among them, there was an internal dispute … eh, careerism, eh?”
 “These who were the first bishops, were tempted by careerism. ‘Eh, I want to be greater than you … The first bishops did not set a good example in this, but it is reality. Jesus teaches them the true attitude to have, that ‘of a child’,” the pope explained.
 “Docility, the need for advice, the need for help, because the child is the very symbol of the need for help, of docility to keep going … This is the path. Not the one of who is greater,” Francis warned.
 Those who are closest to the attitude of a child, are “closer to the contemplation of the Father,” he added. They listen to their guardian angel with an open and docile heart.
 “According to the tradition of the Church, we all have an angel with us, who protects us, helps us hear things. How often have we heard: ‘I should do this, I should not do this, that’s not right, be careful …’: so often! It is the voice of our traveling companion.”
 “Be sure that he will guide us to the end of our lives with advice, and so listen to his voice, don’t rebel against it… because rebellion, the desire to be independent, is something that we all have; this is arrogance, the same arrogance of our father Adam in paradise: the very same. Do not rebel: follow his advice,” he invited.
 “No one journeys alone and no one should think that they are alone,” continued the Pope, because “this companion” is always there.
 “And when we do not want to listen to his advice, to listen to his voice, it’s like saying, ‘Go away!’. It is dangerous to chase away our travelling companion, because no man nor woman can advise themselves,” he indicated.
“I can give advice to others, but not to myself. The Holy Spirit advises me, the angel advises me.  This is why we need him.”
 “This is not an imaginative doctrine on the angels: no, it is reality,” the Pope affirmed. “It is what Jesus said, God said, ‘I send an angel before you to guard you, to accompany you on your journey, so you will not go wrong.’”
 Pope Francis concluded his homily: “Ask yourself this question today: How is my relationship with my guardian angel? Do I listen to him? Do I say good morning to him in the morning? Do I ask him: Watch over me when I sleep?’. Do I speak with him? Do I ask his advice?”
 “He is by my side. We can answer this question today, each of us: how is our relationship with this angel that the Lord has sent to watch over me and accompany me on my journey, and who always sees the face of the Father who is in heaven?”
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Pray this prayer to the Archangels for protection and healing

Philip Kosloski

  This prayer calls on Michael, Gabriel and Raphael to provide heavenly assistance in our hour of need.

 When God created the angels he appointed many of them to be at the service of humanity. Besides giving everyone a personal guardian to protect them in this life, God has also sent three archangels to provide us aid on our pilgrimage to heaven.
 This fact shows how much care God has for us, surrounding us with powerful angelic beings to serve, guard and protect us. In particular, these three heavenly helpers were given specific roles and we are encouraged to invoke them in our hour of need.
 Below is a beautiful prayer to the Archangels that highlights the role each Archangel has been given by God and how that role can help us when we need them the most.
 
  
    Heavenly King, You have given us archangels
    

    to assist us during our pilgrimage on earth.
    

    Saint Michael is our protector;
    

    I ask him to come to my aid,
    

    fight for all my loved ones,
    

    and protect us from danger.
    

    Saint Gabriel is a messenger of the Good News;
    

    I ask him to help me
    

    clearly hear Your voice
    

    and to teach me the truth.
    

    Saint Raphael is the healing angel;
    

    I ask him to take my need for healing
    

    and that of everyone I know,
    

    lift it up to Your throne of grace
    

    and deliver back to us the gift of recovery.
    

    Help us, O Lord,
    

    to realize more fully the reality of the archangels
    

    and their desire to serve us. 
    

    Holy angels,
    

    pray for us.
 
    Amen.
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5 Things you need to know about Archangels

Philip Kosloski

  Who are these mysterious beings that God created?

 September 29 is the feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, the only archangels mentioned by name in the canon of scripture. Originally this day, instituted by the Church in memory of a Roman basilica that was dedicated in 530, only mentioned Michael.
 At one point in history this day was a holy day of obligation for Catholics.
 Whatever may be the case behind the origin of this feast, why do we dedicate an entire day in the liturgical calendar to archangels? Who are they in the first place? How do they affect my life today? Do they still exist?
 To help you understand more about these mysterious beings that God created, here are five things you need to know about archangels:
 
  1) Archangels are the second lowest “rank” of angels

 Traditionally, angels are divided into what is called “nine choirs.” This hierarchy is based on nine names of ranks of angels that are found in Sacred Scripture.
 Saint Gregory the Great listed these “choirs” in a homily:
 “We know on the authority of Scripture that there are nine orders of angels, viz., Angels, Archangels, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Dominations, Throne, Cherubim and Seraphim…” (Hom. 34, In Evang.)
 
  2) Archangels are entrusted with delivering important messages to humans

 The lowest ranks of angels are the ones we are most familiar with as they are the ones who communicate or interact with us. Saint Michael is believed to be the angel who delivered God’s divine inspiration to St. John in the Book of Revelation and is known as the protector of the Church, guarding her from evil. Saint Michael is most widely known for his role in expelling the rebel angel Lucifer from heaven.
 Saint Gabriel is first mentioned in the Book of Daniel and helps Daniel in his mission on earth. Later on Gabriel appears to Zachariah and the Blessed Virgin Mary, delivering the greatest message ever, that God meant to Incarnate and set his tent with us.
 Saint Raphael is mentioned in the Book of Tobit, to heal Tobit and deliver Sarah from a demon. Raphael accomplished both acts, disguised as a human, guiding Tobias along the way and instructing him on what to do.
 
  3) Archangels do not have wings, bodies or swords

 Unlike us, angels are pure spirits and do not possess anything material. On occasion they can look like a human, but it is only a façade.
 Dr. Peter Kreeft gives an excellent description in his book, Angels and Demons:
 “Because of their lack of bodies, angels do not occupy space like we do and move within our world without taking up space. The closest analogy to how angels move is like ‘electrons’ or in ‘quantum leaps.’ Angels ‘move instantaneously from one place to another without passing through any space or time in between.’”
 On the other hand, even though they do not have material bodies, they can impact and influence the material world. They are pure spirits (like God) and have such intelligence and mental power that they can move material things or assume the appearance of a body. How exactly that all transpires is a bit of a mystery. Saint Thomas Aquinas goes in more depth in the Summa.
 Wings and swords are simply artistic representations of their roles and actions in our world, as messengers and protectors.
 
  4) Archangels can protect us from evil

 If Saint Michael and the heavenly host can expel Satan and his minions out of heaven, the archangels can certainly fight against demons tormenting our world and us and protect us from their influence. One of the greatest prayers is the Saint Michael prayer, which for many years was routinely said at the closing of Mass:
 St. Michael the Archangel,
 defend us in battle.
 Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.
 May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
 and do thou,
 O Prince of the heavenly hosts,
 by the power of God,
 thrust into hell Satan,
 and all the evil spirits,
 who prowl about the world
 seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
 
  5) Archangels still exist today

 Thankfully, angels do not depend on our belief of them for their existence. God created their immortal spirits at the beginning of time and they will never cease existing for all eternity.
 We may not see them, hear them, or feel their presence, but they are as real as the screen in front of you. Sometimes they let us know they are here, but most of the time they are busy protecting us from harm without us knowing. Just think what would happen if they weren’t here!
 Children get it. They understand that angels exist and trust completely that they are present and will pray to them without hesitation. Maybe we need some of that child-like simplicity of heart to renew our belief in these celestial creatures.
 “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3).
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How do angels battle demons?

Philip Kosloski

  Do they have swords or special angel-sabers?

 In his letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul writes, “For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).
 In other words, there is a spiritual battle all around us that we cannot see. This reality is hard to fathom, but it is confirmed throughout the Bible, even in Jesus’ life when he went off to the desert to battle against the devil. Sometimes we may wonder what this “spiritual battle” really looks like. Is it full of swords, shields and armor, or do they have special “angel-sabers”?
 How exactly do angels battle demons?
 First of all, the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains their nature.
 
  
    
      St. Augustine says: “‘Angel’ is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of their nature, it is ‘spirit’; if you seek the name of their office, it is ‘angel’: from what they are, ‘spirit,’ from what they do, ‘angel.’”
    
  


 
  The Baltimore Catechism succinctly states the same belief, with a little clarification.

 
  
    
      What are angels? Angels are created spirits, without bodies, having understanding and free will.
    
  


 Just as God is by nature a pure spirit, the angels are pure spirits without a body. In this way they image God in a way that we humans do not. We often depict angels with “wings,” not because they possess wings, but because it represents their speed and symbolizes their role as messengers.
 While they do not possess bodies like we do, they are able to battle other spiritual creatures. The most famous example is in the book of Revelation, where Michael the Archangel casts Satan out of heaven.
 
  
    And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (Revelation 12:9)
  


 This passage doesn’t give us any clues, besides the fact that demons can be “thrown down.” Since they are pure spirits, this was not a physical act, but a spiritual one.
 Philosopher Peter Kreeft provides one possible explanation in his book Angels and Demons, describing how angels communicate with each other.
 
  Angels communicate immediately, mind to mind, without any medium like air or ears or even words–direct mental telepathy.


 One way to think of it is a battle of intellects rather than a battle of swords. There is nothing material about their fight, which is hard to imagine from our point of view. This is why artists have always depicted angels and demons in a physical way with shields, swords and armor. It is much easier for our mind to grasp a physical fight than an immaterial one.
 It is not very exciting to paint a battle between two creatures that more closely resemble electrons than humans.
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