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	© X-Architects / Nelson Garrido (photographer)
	The remarkably simple building has two wings. The first one contains administrative and educational spaces, while the other accommodates the observation galleries.
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	Site plan. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Cemal Emden (photographer)
	The visitors can observe birds in conditions very similar to those of their natural habitat. 
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	Most of the building is buried beneath ground level, leaving the landscape unspoiled. A sloping ramp gives access to its entrance.
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Cemal Emden (photographer)
	The entrance offers an area for children and schoolchildren to take part in educational activities. 
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	The dividing wall between the galleries hides all the services and provides surface for awareness and educational material. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Cemal Emden (photographer)
	The gallery was arranged in order to allow the visitors to comfortably sit, draw and take notes while they observe the surrounding landscape.  
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Cemal Emden (photographer)
	The viewing gallery is made of continuous reflective and insulated glass shaded by an overhang. It opens on the aviaries.
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	The gallery spaces are quite bare. They have an industrial feel owing to a dark metal mesh ceiling that lightly screens the steel structure and all services. 
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]The gallery allows the visitors to have a close look at the birds, without disturbing their tranquility. 
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	Birds tend to come near the galleries’ glass walls, allowing visitors to get a closer look at them. 
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	The dividing wall between the galleries hides services and provides surface for awareness and educational material for the visitors. 
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	The centre blends with the environment, minimizing its visual impact on the surroundings.
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	The glass walls are at a slight angle. It minimizes the sunlight glare for the viewers inside and reflects the landscape to the birds outside. 
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	Visitors can see inside the kitchen in which the birds’ meals are prepared. 
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	Large areas of the centre are dedicated to educational activities. 
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	Just like the kitchen, the visitors can see the inside of the incubation room, in which it is sometimes possible to witness the birth of hatchlings. 
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	The 200,000 sqm site underwent extensive landscaping. Only indigenous trees and plants were planted, in order to encourage various types of flora and fauna to thrive in the area. 
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	Part of the experience of the centre is being outdoors, where the visitors can walk or move around in golf carts to experience the wetlands.
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	Unique in scale and shape, each bird hide offers the opportunity to observe the animals in their natural habitat.




