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	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-001-DJI_0817.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The school is built on a patch of land near a large river that overflows during the monsoon season. The site is flooded almost five months a year. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-004-DJI_0729.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The school is located on a patch of land next to the Dhaleshwari River. The main idea of the project was to build a structure able to cope with the changing water level.

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-005-_DSC5591.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The architect segmented the building into amphibious modules, which can operate during both dry periods and floods.

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-006-_DSC5615.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The building is operational during both dry and monsoon seasons. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-010-DJI_0872.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The building consists of a linear structure divided into 8 independent rectangular volumes. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-011-DJI_0859.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The architect designed this courtyard because it was important that during monsoon season children still had a play area. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-012-DJI_0834.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	During the dry season, children can play in the fields around the school. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-013-_DSC6987.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The building is mainly made of bamboo, which is a traditional and very popular construction material in Bangladesh.

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-021-_DSC5925.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	All the different modules are connected via a single corridor. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-026-_DSC6210.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	View of the access ramp. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Little boy running up the ramp. The children have a lot of space to run and play. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-030-_DSC5977.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Each module is tied to four large poles (one at every angle) made from “Borak” bamboo. They are buried two meters deep into the ground and keep the structure from drifting during the monsoon season. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-037-_DSC6796.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Educational posters are hung on the classroom walls. The use of bamboo allows light and air to penetrate the building, while keeping the heat out. 

	5033_Arcadia_SANDRO-042-_DSC6668.tif
	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Children playing in the courtyard. They can run and bounce a little on the flexible bamboo floor. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Children attending class. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The school has three classrooms that can accommodate up to 30 students. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The building has no electrical installation and relies on daylight to light up the different rooms.
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The architect upcycled 30-gallon steel drums to create the school’s substructure, in order to get it to float.
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	Before every monsoon, the school undergoes some maintenance work to prepare it for the oncoming rush of water. After every monsoon, repairs are made so the school can properly and safely accommodate the children again. 
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The aesthetic aspect of the building is shaped by the traditional construction method of the woven bamboo wall that creates decorative patterns.
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	© Aga Khan Trust for Culture / Sandro di Carlo Darsa (photographer)
	The site on which the school is built is a 486 square meter patch of land under a bridge. In the dry season, it is located 50 meters from a large river. During the monsoon season, the land is over-flooded under almost three meters of water. 

	5033.BAN_02_Ground Floor Plan
	© Saif Ul Haque
	Ground floor plan. 
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