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Welcome to the May edition of Play & Learn Outdoors. Spring has settled in and summer is on 
it 's way, so put the kettle on and have a quick read through the inspirational articles inside. 

In this issue we have listed some fantastic national dates coming up that your school can take 
part in, a host of outdoor learning ideas and it wouldn't be an edition of P&LO without our 
popular fundraising ideas and tips.
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INTRODUCE A BREATH OF FRESH 
AIR TO YOUR LESSONS

May has finally arrived and the warm 
weather should start settling in 

ready for the summer to arrive. It?s 
the perfect time to dust of the 
outdoor learning equipment and 
start taking more lessons outside 
if you haven?t already.

However, there's no need to wait for 
a warm sunny day to take lessons 
outside, outdoor learning can be 
enjoyable all year round and each 
season provides different benefits.

Spring is one of my favourite 
seasons because the air is still fresh 
however, when the sun is out, you 
can feel finally the warmth on your 
skin. Flowers and seeds start to 
sprout, the grass turns greener and 
trees blossom. There?s so much for 
your pupils to see and experience 
just by taking their lessons outside.

Studies have shown that children 
who regularly play outside, even 
in the colder months have higher 
levels of vitamin D. When 20% of 
the UK population are deficient in 
vitamin D, ensuring enough time 

outside is important to reduce the 
chances of a deficiency.

Another key benefit for spending 
time outside is the positive impact 
on children?s (and adults) mental 

health. Those who are outside 
show decreased levels of 
hyperactivity and depression. 
Children are also less likely to be 
obese if given more opportunities to 
play outside.

In addition, outdoor play is seen as a 
better way to encourage creativity 
and promote problem solving.

Keeping Play Out side all 
Year  Round
With the correct equipment, outdoor 
play can go ahead in all weather 
conditions. For instance, installation 
of canopies can protect the areas 
underneath from freezing and 
provide shade and shelter from the 
sun and rain. The addition of side or 
front fills and secure roller shutters 
on your canopy will block the wind 
and driving rain. This enables play to 
go ahead, allowing children to enjoy 
the benefits of fresh air all year 

round in all weather conditions.

School canopies also offer protection 
to equipment and toys that are left 
outside.

These are some of the benefits that 
educational settings have found 
when we?ve installed canopies at 
their locations. Edith Borthwick 
School had eight canopies installed 
that extended the covered play area 
at the school, sheltering students 
from the cold, rain, snow and wind. 
This allows children to enjoy the 
great outdoors in comfort.

Mead Primary school (pictured 
below) found that a high-quality 
canopy allowed for lessons to be 
held outside in comfort. They had 
a massive 112 metre canopy 
installed. It allowed for a great 
covered outdoor area that protects 
children throughout the year 
whatever the weather may be. In 
addition, this canopy also protects 
children on the inside of classrooms 
from the glare of the sun which can 
be intense both in the summer and 
winter.

Now is the perfect time of year to give your pupils the fresh air they crave

The Coniston Wall Mounted Canopy
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Every organisation, whether they are 
a small business or a big 
multi-national or public organisation 
is facing pressure to streamline 
costs to make them more efficient. 
This is true even for educational 
settings where budgets can be tight, 
but expectations are still high.

There are several ways that your 

setting can reduce costs. Here are 
some of the quick and easy 
solutions for you to save on 
costs.

 

1. Energy Costs
Almost all small businesses, 
regardless of their operations, can 
cut their energy usage. Your setting 
could make some very simple 
changes that could reduce energy 
requirements and reduce costs. First 
you can switch your light bulbs to 
more energy efficient solutions. 

Changing to LED lights in your 
building can cut costs by 
about 60%.

Additionally, you can also replace 
any old equipment such as fridges 
and freezers that are over ten years 
old. These white goods are often not 
as efficient as they were when you 
bought them and they could be 

wasting your money. The good 
aspects of these types of 
savings, is that you are also 
caring for the environment 
too.

If you?re having trouble to finance 
energy improvements, you might be 
eligible for the Salix Energy 
Efficiency Loan Scheme. You can 
find out more information by 
visiting: www.salixfinance.co.uk/loans/
schools-loans 

2. Renegotiate w i th 
Suppl iers
One thing that many educational 
settings don?t do, is renegotiate with 
suppliers. This could be with your 
utility company, landlord or 
suppliers of equipment. If you?re a 
returning customer, you can often 
get better rates. It might also be 

worth switch suppliers. Many new 
customers get better deals 
than existing customers when 
it comes to contracted 
services and subscriptions 
such as gas, electricity, maintenance 
and servicing equipment.

3. Cut Back  on M eetings 
and Emai ls
Another way that you can save on 
costs is by cutting meetings down 
and to reduce the amount of emails 
sent. This was in a report by 
business managers on how 
educational settings could cut down 
on costs. The findings found that 
meetings are often inefficient and 
cause further meetings to be held in 
order to resolve issues that weren?t 
finalised last time.

Another problem is the number of 

emails people receive. The more 
emails that are sent, the 
higher the number of 
administration tasks that your 
staff have to undertake and the 
more time that is wasted. It can also 
slowdown the response to critical 
emails that can cost money. 

Experts advise to send emails 
only when necessary and to 
those who need it.

How  do you cut costs?
Cutting costs can make you less 
vulnerable to sudden changes to the 
allocated government funding. 
Cutting costs can also allow you to 
free up capital to help you invest in 
educational materials that can 
support targets set for the progress 
of students. Therefore, looking for 
ways to be more economical is 
always good.

3 WA YS YOU CA N CUT COSTS IN 
YOUR EDUCA TION SETTING

FREE
DOWNLOAD
A-Z Fundraising Pack

Download our free A-Z 
Fundraising Pack which 
features over 50 ways that 
you can raise funds for your 
school.

Download your copy now > 
www.ablecanopies.co.uk /guides
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Why do Pr im ary Schools call t he Conist on t he King of  Canopies?

It?s not just because it 's the most versatile, durable and flexible canopy on the market. No, the real reason 
1000?s of primary schools all over the UK have purchased 1, 2, 3 or even more Coniston Wall Mounted 
Canopies, is because it offers the best value for money on the market.

The Coniston has been successfully meeting the weather protection needs of primary schools up and 
down the country. It?s a proven winner, read on to find out more.

REVIEWED, APPROVED AND WELL USED:
M eet the canopy that has been dubbed the 'King of Canopies'

If you are looking for a reliable, 
robust and safe canopy that will 
seamlessly blend into your current 
premises, then there is no better 
product than the Coniston.

Longevit y
When investing in a canopy, a 
product is not even worth 
considering if it doesn't feature 
longivity as one of its main benefits 
to ensure your money is well 
spent. The Coniston, comes with a 
life expectancy of 25 years and a 
guarantee of 10 years. This gives 
you peace of mind that you are 
purchasing a high-quality product 
that will withstand the test of time.

The impressive 10 year guarantee 
is easy to uphold as the frame is 

made from aluminium and does 
not feature any uPVC. Aluminium is 
naturally rust and rot resistant, 
making it the best possible 
material choice.

Com plet e Cover
The protection provided by the 
Coniston is one of its best features. 
Because it is wall mounted, there is 
no break in the cover between 
classrooms and the outdoors. This 
gives you and your pupils free-flow 
play and learning all year round.

Because it 's wall mounted, it also 
helps to keep your building?s 
interior cool by shading windows 
and minimises glare shining into 
the windows.

Designed For  You
Every single Coniston is made 
bespoke to order to meet your 
personal requirements. It can be 
any length and can even be fitted 
around the entire perimeter of 
your building.

The Coniston is available in any 
RAL colour and provides great first 
impressions to your visitors.

Value for money that 's so good you cant  afford to ignore it

Children love it  t oo!

"I just wanted to say what a wonderful job your team 
have done with the canopy that was completed just 
before lunch time. The staff were very impressed with 
their hard work and the fact that they caused very 
little disruption to the daily routine of the children. 
The children love the area and have already had an 
opportunity to have some time in it. It looks great 
and actually makes the area look larger!!!"

- Barnham Broom C of E Primary School, Norwich, 
Norfolk

The Coniston installed at John Ray Infant School in Braintree, Essex

If you like the look of the Coniston but would like a free standing canopy, we can install rear steel goalposts, transforming it into a 
completely self-supported structure. See page 6 for an example of a Coniston installation with rear steel goalposts.
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THE CONISTON WALL MOUNTED CANOPY

The Coniston can be small, large, 
multi-coloured, fit around corners 
and even link your buildings 
together. You name it, the Coniston 
can do it! The Coniston really is the 
'King of Canopies'.

Wraps Around Your  Building?
The Coniston can literally wrap right 
around your school building 
creating shade for all of your 
classrooms, allowing you to flow 
freely from the inside to the outside 
with full weather protection. 

Fit s Int ernal & Ext ernal Corners?
If you would like a canopy that fits  
the nooks and crannies of your 
building, the Coniston will easily 
accommodate internal and external 
corners.

Makes it  Secure?
If you are looking for the ultimate in 

security, the addition of Secure 
Roller Shutters is the ideal solution.

Roller shutters not only block 
additional weather such as the 
wind, they also keep your 
equipment safe out of hours.

Fil ls Gaps Bet ween Buildings?
The Coniston can fill gaps in your 
building, with a variable projection, 
helping you to create the perfect 
outside space for your pupils and 
staff.

Can be Very Very Long?
There really is no limit to the lengths 
that the Coniston can go, it is 
available in any length and has a 
maximum projection of an 
impressive 6 metres.

Accessor ise t o Personalise?
Do you want maximum protection 
from the weather and keep your 
pupils safe by making sure they stay 
within a defined area?

Our Side Fills are the ideal partner 
for the Coniston range, making this 
wall mounted canopy perfect for 
almost any requirement.

It is most popular for covering play 
areas, eating areas, and outside 
learning areas. The low 
maintenance construction means 
you can enjoy the benefits of your 
canopy for many years to come.

The World?s Most  Flexible Wall Mounted Canopy System

Last year in 2018, we installed so 
many Coniston Wall Mounted 
Canopies that the total length for 
the year was 1,142 metres. That 's 
314 metres longer than the worlds 
tallest building the Burj Khalifa!

Since we began manufacturing the 
Coniston Wall Mounted Canopy, we 
have installed a total of 23,774 
metres of the canopy which is the 
equivalent to just under 14.77 
miles. That?s 9 miles longer than 
Coniston Water which is the lake 
that the canopy is named after, and 

3.5 miles longer than Lake 
Windermere; the largest lake in the 
Lake District.

As you can see, the Coniston Wall 
Mounted Canopy really can not be 
beaten. We have installed it at many 
schools and commercial properties 
throughout the UK. With 14.77 
miles of Conisotn 
out there, it could 
be taking over the 
world.

If you?re looking for 
a versatile, robust 

and long-lasting canopy that can be 
personalised to suit your individual 
setting, contact us to request a free 
site survey on 0800 389 9072 or 
email sales@ablecanopies.co.uk

Longer  t han t he Wor ld's Tallest  Building; t he Bur j Khalifa

Below: A comparison of the total length of Coniston 
wall mounted canopies installed in 2018 compared 

to the tallest buildings in the world.
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AN EXPANSION THAT COVERS IT ALL
F ind  out  how Q ueenbor ough S c hool &  Nur ser y  in  Kent  exp a nd ed  t he  
f a c ilit ies  in  t he ir  sc hool gr ound s

Queenborough School & Nursery 
in Kent were looking to upgrade 
their outdoor space to create an 
all-weather outdoor learning and 
play area adjacent to one of their 
classrooms. As such, they 
contracted NPS Property 
Consultants to source a supplier 
to help them create this new 
area.

Those work ing on the project at 
the school  and nursery sett ing 
wanted to create an outdoor  
area which could be used for  
lessons and play al l  year  r ound. 
This created some challenges. 
Outdoor spaces can be become 
wet and slippery during wet 
periods and too much exposure 
to UV rays can be harmful to 
health.

One of the hardest elements to 
protect from is the wind. Lessons 
outside in strong windy 
conditions are not always 
favoured and the wind can make 
children and adults feel colder 
which is distracting and 
unpleasant. H owever , we knew 
we could solve th is issue...

Choos ing  t he  Right  
S olut ion  f or  t he ir  S e t t ing

We have many products that can 
protect from the sun, rain and 
wind as well as other seasonal 
weather. One of the best 
solutions for this is the Coniston 
Wall Mounted Canopy which 
protects those underneath from 
getting wet in the rain and 
provides shade and UV 
protection from the sun.

The staff at Queenborough 
wanted the area to look good to 
children and parents as well as 
offer functionality for lessons 
and play. As such, we instal led a 
17.04m  x 4.65m  Coniston W al l  
M ounted Canopy that was 
supported by rear steel goal 
posts as the supporting wall was 
not suitable for a wall mounted 
structure. The canopy features 
side f i l ls on both ends to 
provide the added protect ion 
that the school  r equired fr om  
the wind.

Once the canopy was installed, 
we laid soft play safety surfacing 
under the canopy and along a 
path that leads to the canopy 
and classroom. W e also added 
secure rol ler  shutter s to the 
canopy with com m ercial  f i r e 
doors for  safety. This al lows 
them  to com pletely enclose 
their  outdoor  play area when 
the weather  is par t icular ly 
unpleasant, creating an outside 
area that is completely protected 
from the weather. It is also 
perfect for storing equipment 
securely during the evenings and 
weekends.

The roller shutters and doors 
were supplied in Sky Blue (RAL 
5015), which brightens the area 
up nicely, giving the structure a 
real wow factor.

In order to install the new 
canopy, we removed thei r old 
t imber canopy and upcycled the 
t imber posts to create a 
waterfal l  and bi rd feeders wi th 
night vision cameras which can 

be played back during lessons.

As a result, children can play and 
learn in safety while enjoying all 
the benefits of the outdoor 
space.

If you?re looking to create a 
similar outdoor classroom in 
your school, contact our team 
who can help you choose what 
products are suitable for your 
particular needs.

Able Canopies can supply 
the whole project including 
sur facing, fencing, r ol ler  
shutter s and doors. I f  you 
have a project in  m ind, 
contact us to see how we can 
tr ansform  your  outside area 
on 0800 389 9072 or  em ai l  
sales@ablecanopies.co.uk
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FREE RESOURCES FOR YOUR SCHOOL
Downloa d  f r ee  r esour c es t ha t  you c a n use  f or  your  sc hool or  nur ser y

Are you look ing for  f ree 
resources for  our  school?

We have a whole bundle of them 
on our website that are available 
to download now.

They range from a sun safety 

pack which includes a pupil 
workbook, posters and a sun hat 
template, we also have a funding 
guide, an A-Z  fundraising pack, a 
guide to getting the most out of 
your canopy with outdoor lesson 
plan ideas and multiple guides to 

help you choose the perfect 
canopy, awning or shade sail for 
your school.

All guides can be downloaded 
for  f ree at : 
www.ablecanopies.co.uk /guides

Download you f ree copies now: 
www.ablecanopies.co.uk /guides 

Sun Safet y 
Workbook

Fundraising 
Ideas & Tips

Out door  
Lesson Plans

Direct ory of  
Grant s
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H OW  T O  AT T RACT  SPO N SO RS

Downloa d  f r ee  r esour c es t ha t  you c a n use  f or  your  sc hool or  nur ser y

With government funding being 
so sparse in the recent years and 
the future of funding unknown 
due to Brexit, it may be a good 
time to start looking for other 
ways to fund your school 
supplies and projects.

Of course, there are many ways 
you can generate an income to 
support the school?s needs, 
some of which include applying 
for grants, renting out your hall 
for external events and fitness 
classes, crowdfunding and 
business sponsorships. 

Connect with the Local
Community

To encourage business 
sponsorship, you should make 
every effort to make sure your 
school is part of the community 
and hold events that are not only 
for children, but families and 
adults too. This will encourage 
businesses to sponsor you as 
they know their sponsorship will 
be seen by the local public, 
which in turn is good for their 
business.

Have a Clear Goal

When approaching businesses, 
be sure to inform them of a clear 
goal for the funds. When a 
sponsor is aware of what the 
funds will be used for and how it 
will benefit the children within 
your school, they are much more 
likely to sponsor you.

Support

Some businesses may also be 
willing to offer support to your 
school in the way of advice or 
help however, some may wish to 
simply donate money. This can 
all be discussed when you meet 
with them to see how much 
involvement they would like.

Offer Something in Return

As with most things in life, 
sponsorship won?t come for free. 

It would be a lot to ask 
businesses to sponsor you 
without giving them anything in 
return. So when approaching 
them for sponsorship, let them 
know what you can do for them 
and how they can benefit.

Ways to thank them for their 
support could be a business 
directory on your website that 
links to their website, an advert 
in your weekly/monthly 
newsletter that goes home to 
parents. Another idea is allowing 
them to have a sponsorship sign 
on your school grounds that 
advertises their business.

Research the Companies

Research the local businesses 
you are looking to approach, 
maybe talk to some parents and 
friends to ask if there?s any local 
companies they have used and 
would recommend. It?s 
important that you don?t choose 
a company that has a bad 
reputation as promoting them or 
working with them could in turn 
damage your reputation.

&  PA RT N ERS
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOM  DAY 2019
J oin  S c hools  Wor ld w id e  a nd  Ta ke Pa r t  in  Out d oor  Cla ssr oom Day

Outdoor Classroom Day is a 
global campaign to inspire and 
celebrate outdoor learning and 
play. The campaign day acts as a 
catalyst for more time outdoors 
every day, both at school and 
beyond. You still have time to 
join in, Outdoor Classroom Day 
falls on 23rd May this year and 
you can sign up by visiting: 
www.out doorclassroom day.org.uk

W hat  i s Ou tdoor  
Cl assr oom  Day?

In 2012 a handful of schools in 
London celebrated outdoor 
learning as part of a new 
campaign founded by Anna 

Portch, Empty Classroom Day. 
By 2015, over 600 schools in 15 
countries were involved. In 
2016, Project Dirt, one of the 
founding organisations, 
partnered with Unilever?s Dirt is 
Good team to take the 
movement global.

Following consultation with 
school leaders, play experts and 
NGOs around the world, the 
global campaign became 
Outdoor Classroom Day. Later 
that year, the campaigns were 
brought together under one 
name and the truly global 
Outdoor Classroom Day 
movement was born. 

In the UK and Ireland Outdoor 
Classroom Day is led by the 
charity Learning through 
Landscapes with support from 
Persil, as part of the global 
campaign led by Project Dirt in 
partnership with Unilever as 
part of their Dirt is Good 
movement.

At the time of writing this, 6,702 
schools have signed up so far 
and will be taking their lessons 
outside on 23rd May. Will you be 
joining them?

Find out more about this 
fantastic global campaign and 
sign up by visiting:  
www.out doorclassroom day.org.uk

Here?s som e int erest ing st at ist ics t aken f rom  t he Out door  Classroom  Day?s websit e:

97% of teachers say that outdoor play is critical for children to reach their full potential.

88% of teachers say that children are happier after playing outdoors.

88% of teachers say that children are more engaged in learning when taking lessons outdoors.

86% of teachers say that playing outdoors gives children a better understanding of the environment.

44% of teachers have increased outdoor learning since getting involved in Outdoor Classroom Day.

KEY STATISTICS

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Develops
bet t er  social 

sk il ls

Enhances 
problem
solving

Builds t eam  
work ing sk il ls

It 's ser iously 
fun!



www.ablecanopies.co.uk |  sales@ablecanopies.co.uk |  0800 389 9072 10

Kick  of f  t he fundraising season w it h som e crack ing event s
The Spring and Summer are undoubtably the best times of the year to hold fundraising events so make 
sure you waste no time and start planning today. Below are a handful of ideas to get you started, more can 
be found in our free A-Z Fundraising Pack: www.ablecanopies.co.uk/guides

The Mum?s had t heir  day in March so it 's t im e 
t o t reat  t he Dads. You could organise an 

event  t o m ake all t he Dads out  t here feel 
special. How about  a Dad?s cinem a night  at  

t he school, or  a Dad?s phot oshoot , a bush 
craf t / cam pf ire evening or  a vehicle show on 

t he school f ield?

Plant  Sale
Do you have a 
green fingered 
staff member at 
your school? If so, 
you could grow 
and sell plants, 
holding a one off 
or regular plant 
stall.

To encourage parents to buy the 
plants, pupils could get involved with 
growing them as part of a project 
within their learning curriculum.

Fat her ?s Day

Summer fundraising 
always has to include the 
ever-popular summer 
fayre which is loved by 
children and adults of all 
ages. Try to mix things up 
each year by adding new 
stalls and games.

Ideas can be found in our 
free A-Z Fundraising Pack 
available from:  
www.ablecanopies.co.uk/guides

The Trust y Sum m er
Fayre 

Pam per  Evening 

Hold a pamper evening for all the hardworking 
mums, dads and grandparents out there who 
deserve a good pamper at a discounted rate. 
Approach local colleges and ask them if their 
beauty students would like to offer their pamper 
services for free as they
will be gaining
experience. You could
then charge for each
treatment
but at a
discounted price as the 
treatment will be
completed by a trainee.
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DATES FOR YOUR DI ARY

There seems to be an awareness day or 
week for most things these days and it?s 
easy to miss the ones that might be useful 
for schools and provide the opportunity 
for a different teaching and learning 
experience.

We have collected some of the upcoming 
dates here from the big and obvious 
through to the smaller and less well 
known, there is plenty going on this time 
of year.

Don't miss out, make a note of these dates in your diary pronto!

Disclaimer: We are not associated with any of the events listed on this page.

Peppa Pig?s Muddy
Puddle Walk   13th - 19th May

Raise money for Save the Children by 
organising a muddy puddle walk with pupils 
and maybe parents. Sign up and receive a free 
fundraising pack at: muddypuddlewalk.org

Outdoor Classroom Day
23rd May

Join schools worldwide and take your lessons 
outside on 23rd May and join in with 
Outdoor Classroom Day 2019.

See page 9 for more information or visit: 
outdoorclassroomday.org.uk/ 

Sun Awar enes s  Week
6th - 12th May

Take advantage of Sun Awareness Week which is 
run by the British Association of Dermatologists 
(BAD) to teach the importance of sun safety to your 
pupils. A free sun safety pack can be downloaded 
from www.ablecanopies.co.uk/guides or 
www.bad.org.uk/for-the-public/sun-awareness-campaign

National Lost Sock Day
9th May

Just for fun, ask all staff and pupils to 
wear odd socks to school. Why? Because 
it?s a bit of fun and sometimes it?s nice to 
do something for a bit of excitement that 
doesn't involve raising funds.

Pyjam aram a        7th June

Wear pyjamas all day on 7th June to raise funds to 
help the BookTrust give every child a bedtime story. 

Sign up and receive your free pack here: 
booktrust.ork.uk/pyjamarama
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Able Canopies are the canopy experts. We provide safe and stylish 
weather protection that transforms outside spaces.

- Every year we complete hundreds of successful school 
canopy installations across the UK

- These canopies provide schools with effective shelter & 
areas for outdoor learning and dining

- We also work with universities and the retail, leisure & 
hospitality sectors to effectively transform outside space

- Our team of canopy experts work with customers, 
architects & contractors to ensure on time, on budget, 
project completion

- To ensure consistent high quality we control the design, 
manufacture & installation process of our canopies

"Able Canopies are a 
professional, patient and 
friendly organisation. We 
would definitely use them 
again and strongly 
recommend them to other 
schools/  organisations."

Malling Close Children's Centre 
Croydon, London

(pictured above)

Able Canopies: The Canopy Experts

Cycle &
Waiting
Shelters

Canopies &
Covered

Walkways

Shade Sails
& Tensile 
Structures

Awnings & 
Playground 
Accessories

External
Works:

Surfacing,
Fencing etc.

If  you would l ike a canopy, shade sail or  awning quot at ion,

cont act  us t oday:

Call: 0800 389 9072  |   Em ail: sales@ablecanopies.co.uk


