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Welcome to the first issue of Play & Learn Outdoors of 2018. 
Your source of outdoor learning ideas and fundraising 
inspiration. Inside you will find helpful tips on assessing 
outdoor learning, planning outdoor science lessons and much, 
much more!
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PLANNING YOUR FUNDRAISING 
CALENDAR

We may be a good way through the 
school year but given the seasonal 
nature of many fundraising activities 
it often makes sense to look at the 
calendar year as a whole to ensure 
that our fundraising resources are 
effectively deployed and our goals 
are achieved.

Let?s begin at the beginning. 
What is your fundraising goal? Is it 
to reach a defined financial target? Is 
it to complete a named project? 
What about the softer goals? More 
involvement with parents for 
example?

Then you can move on to your 
fundraising strategy. For some 
schools it works best to concentrate 
on 2 to 3 major events each year 
and to time those when they will get 
the maximum support and 
involvement from parents and 
commercial partners. For others it 
works best to have a more even 
spread of smaller events across the 
year which require less planning and 
resources but keep the fundraising 
total moving upwards.

Events do not always need to be 
about raising money for the school 
of course. Expanding the knowledge 
of children via involvement in 
charities such as Sport Relief or Red 
Nose Day can open opportunities 
for learning as well as fun and 
activities.

One of the best ways to start the 
fundraising year is to get all of those 
who have an interest to suggest 
ideas and give feedback on previous 

activities. Make an event of the 
idea generation session and 
you can begin to get buy in and 
allocate responsibilit ies to the most 
popular ideas.

At this stage the planning process is 
less about the details of each event 
but more about revising and 
renewing the plan and making sure 
that you do the things that are right 
for your school.

The allocation of resources, the 
most precious being time, will be 
much more effective if you start the 

process now. It will also give you 
more opportunities to involve 
partners outside of the school and 
the all-important promotion of your 

events. Make fundraising a fun 
and enjoyable part of school 
life this year.

For some hands on fundraising ideas, download your free copy of the A-Z Fundraising Pack 
Download Now: www.ablecanopies.co.uk /guides

A guide to planning your fundraising events for the year ahead
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You can 
incorporate 

many of the big 
events of the 

year and 
national 

awareness days 
into your term 

by term learning 
plans to make 
learning even 
more fun for 
your pupils.

THE BIG EVENTS OF 2018

There will be many 
themed events and 
National Awareness 
Days during the year. 
These often provide 
excellent ways to 
engage pupils in 
learning that takes 
them outside of the 
classroom and allows 
them to add new 
experiences to the 
existing curriculum. 
One of the key events to 
plan for is Outside 
Classroom Day in May. 

This international event 
encourages schools of 
all types to engage 
pupils in activities that 
will help them 
appreciate the external 
environment. There are 
resources, ideas and 
ways to take part here: 
www.outdoorclass
roomday.org.uk/

Another event that you 
can build lessons and 
activities around is 
provided by the Climate 
Coalition. Their website 

has some terrific 
resources for KS1 & KS2 
pupils who can get 
involved in creative and 
crafty ways to learn 
more about climate 
change. Find more on 
their website here: 
www.theclimate
coalition.org

A little help planning your teaching schedule

As we go through life the 
ability to communicate 
and work with others is 
an essential skill. 
Learning those skills 
begins at school. This can 
happen in the social 
groups formed in break 
times, but more likely 
through organised 
sporting activities and 
dedicated lessons 
designed to develop 
team building skills. 
Being able to conduct 
these lessons outdoors 
makes them come alive 
in a dynamic way.

Building team building 
activities into your lesson 
planning will bring great 
benefits to your pupils. 

The improved confidence 
and self-esteem that 
comes from working 
together and articulating 
ideas will stay with 
children as they go 
through more senior 
levels of school and into 
the workplace.

Before you start your 
activities be ready for an 
extra level of excitement 
and energy from your 
pupils, especially if the 
lesson is outside. Keep 
the mood light and fun as 
if you are playing a game 
but one that has skills 
development as its goal. 
It also pays to keep an 
eye on safety (ensuring 
there are enough 

facilitators present for 
example) and completing 
your normal risk 
assessment process.

You should also build in 
time for review and 
reflection that allows 
pupils to assess their 
progress and ask 
questions.

Some team working 
activities for you to 
consider: For younger 
children, a large group 
painting or artwork 
allows them to work 
together to finish a task 
and to discuss ideas and 
the best way to achieve 
their goal.

For older children you 

could try ?Tied Up? where 
each team is given a 
simple task to complete 
but they must do that 
being tied to each other. 
That will mean 
communication and 
problem-solving skills will 
need to be employed.

Whatever task you take 
on teamwork activities 
can be a lot of fun and 
build skills that will last a 
lifetime.

T EAMWORK MAKE S  T HE  D REAM WORK
Bui lding confidence and com m unicat ion with team  work ing act ivi t ies
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OUTDOOR INSPIRATION

Not all outdoor activities have 
to involve lots of equipment or 
wild environments. There is a lot 
that can be done with the power of 
the imagination. The outdoors can 
be a great source of inspiration for 
stories, poems and descriptions. It is 
a great way for children to learn and 
use all word types, be introduced to 
traditional tales and let their creative 
imaginations run free!

Ideas include sitting outside with 
pen and paper and asking the 
children to describe their own 

perfect woodland ? what would be 
included? Who would share the 
space with them? What would 
happen when the seasons change?

Other ideas include reading aloud 
poetry about the great outdoors, or 
woodland or the diverse creatures 
who need these environments to 
survive. This helps an awareness of 
literature, builds public speaking 
confidence and can be followed up 
by children writing their own verses.

The key is to be outside and use the 
sights, sounds and temperatures to 

improve literacy and inspire 
creativity.

4

I ncorporating outdoor learning on a budget

TOP 5 OUTDOOR LEARNING 
IDEAS FOR SCIENCE
Science is a subject with plenty of 
scope, but the images that come to 
mind are often of children 
conducting experiments in 
classrooms.

However, outdoor learning can be 
just as educational and fun for your 
pupils. As such, with the right 
learning experiences, they will 
achieve greater retention of your 
lessons.

So what are our top five outdoor 
learning ideas for science?

Foss il  Hu nt ing

Teach your children how 
fossils are created by having a 
practical demonstration outside 
using a bowl, water and mud. Then 
get your children to find some 
pre-made fossils in some air-dry 
clay.

Per sp ec t iv e

Take several pictures on a 
camera of two objects at various 
distances from the camera. Then 
show your students how the 
different images look demonstrating 
perspective. A classic example is 
taking a picture of a tree in the 
distance twice; one with the children 
next to the tree, next with the 
children half the distance between 
the camera and the tree.

Sandc as t l e 
Bu il d ing

Building sandcastles can be a great 
way to teach children about forces 
and building materials. One option is 
to have different sand-water mixes 
and to have a ?goldilocks? lessons 
(sand is too wet; sand is too dry). See 

if they can find the right mixture of 
sand and water.

Wat er  Fil t er s

Make some ?dirty water? 
(water and mud will do), and 

use different materials to 
demonstrate how filtration works.

Gr owing

The harvest season can be 
the perfect time to teach children 
about plants. Even if you haven?t got 
a school garden you could get 
planting in a raised bed or even just 
grow some cress. You can use 
gardening sessions as a chance to 
teach about the parts of a plant, 
what a plant needs to grow, etc. It?s 
also fun to eat the rewards.
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Morwenstow based 
primary school, St Mark?s C 
of E have just enhanced 
their facilit ies with a new 
covered outdoor learning 
area so their pupils can 
gain access to the outdoors 
whatever the weather, 
allowing them to benefit 
from the sensory learning 
opportunities that the 
outdoors has to offer.

The staff that work for the 
school, which was founded 
in 1844 and has around 80 
children, had dreamed of 
having a canopy installed 
at their school in 
Morwenstow, Cornwall, so 
they were delighted when 
the Diocese of Truro 
offered to help with their 
project and turned their 
dream into a reality.

Carol Nesham, the schools? 
Head Teacher has worked 
for the school for 11 years 

and had this to say: ?We 
wanted a canopy 
installed to improve 
access to the outside for 
our Reception and Key 
Stage 1 pupils. They are 
supposed to be able to 
play outside often and 
that area is very 
exposed, as well as 
battered by North 
Cornish rain. Thanks to 
our new covered 
outdoor learning area, 
our children have been 
enjoying a wealth of 

activities such as role 
play, (currently a café), 
learning activities such 
as phonics and number 
work, free play, sand 
and water and much 
more.?

The canopy which was 
supplied and installed by 
Able Canopies Ltd. 
provides protection from 
all weather conditions, 

Carol continues: ?The 
canopy has changed the 
whole view of the 
building and brought it 
into the 21st Century (it 
is on the oldest part of 

the school). It looks 
modern and welcoming. 
The service was 
excellent - it was 
installed during school 
time but with minimal 
disruption and no 
mess.?

The children also love their 
new canopy and the play 
and learning opportunities 
it provides. Elsie in the 

Reception class said, ?I 
l ike to play with 
the cars under it? 
and Lottie in year 1 told us 

?It?s nice, I l ike 
that it keeps us 

dry? while Freya in Year 2 

said ?It looks nice?.

Staff members have also 
commented on how the 
new area has added to 
their teaching experience: 

?It?s the fact that you 
can use it all weather, 
it?s fantastic. We have 
much more access to 
the outdoors now we 
have our new canopy. 
The children love being 
under it in the fresh air 
whatever the weather, 
it?s made a real 
difference?. ? Staff

A BIG DIFFERENCE FOR A LOCAL 
VILLAGE SCHOOL
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ASSESSING PROGRESS IN OUTDOOR 
LEARNING

All those in childcare settings and 
learning services need to regularly 
assess the progress of the children 
in their care.

It is well known that learning 
outdoors can be very beneficial; it 
can support learning about the 
natural world and encourage 
physical education, personal 
development, and improve 
self-esteem.

However, these skills can be a 
challenge to monitor if you don?t 
have the right tools.

Planning Guides
One of the first things you should 
consider doing is creating a 
planning document for each child. 
This should be unique and based 
on each child?s current progress, 
skills, and preferences.

For instance, if a child is reluctant 
to grow plants then you could try 

shelter building instead.

While this might seem challenging 
to create unique plans for each 
child, with the right development 
matrix or flowchart, this process 
can be made much easier.

Development 
Matrix/Flowchart

This is a document that gives a 
group of activities that are suitable 
for a child once they?ve made 
certain milestones.

For example, if a child has learnt to 
grow cress they could then be 
encouraged to grow more 
challenging plants such as flowers, 
tomatoes, or carrots, or learn about 
the basic parts of a plant.

Track ing Grids

Tracking grids are a document 
which can be used to tick off 
milestones or developments each 

child has demonstrated.

They can be created to document 
both when the child first 
demonstrated a skill and when 
they?ve shown further examples of 
it, or as a simple tick chart for when 
the child demonstrates each skill.

Tracking grids can then be fed into 
the development matrix to see 
what activities could be offered to 
further a skill, or knowledge. The 
grid can also be used to help with 
planning.

Paperwork For Proof Of 
Development

While this all sounds like a lot of 
paperwork to keep and use; it can 
be useful in auditing as well as 
session planning.

These documents can help you 
identify any deficits in your 
provision and quickly rectify them. 
It can also help you demonstrate to 
OFSTED the wide range of activities 
you offer and the learning that is 
achieved.

How do you show progress in your 
setting? What impact does it have 
on the provision you can give your 
children?

Finding the right tools to make assessment easy
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The eager and 
wide-eyed 
pupils in your 
class are the 

perfect litt le treasure 
hunters who find things 
that we as adults can 
sometimes overlook as 
we try to over complicate 
things without realising. 

A child?s innocent and 
simple mind is a 
beautiful thing, they are 
able to find happiness in 
the small 
things in life 
and find 
treasure is 
what we 
would quiet 
often see as 

rubbish or mess?

Taking these amazing 
litt le souls on an exciting 
trip to their local 
woodland or 
park will 

unleash their 
imagination 
and enable them to bring 
back a whole treasure 

chest full of natural 
wonders that they can 
use in class. Giving each 
child a bag of their own 

and allowing them 
to choose what 
they collect (with 
supervision of 
course) will allow 
them to use their 
imagination to its 

full potential and you will 
be pleasantly surprised 
by how enthusiastic they 
are, the items they bring 
back and how excited 
they are to show you.

Depending on the time of 
the year, your local woods 
and parks have plenty of 

free resources such as 
leaves of all different 
colours, acorns, pine 
cones, Sycamore seeds, 
twigs, feathers, bark, 
pebbles conkers and 
shells and seedpods.

Once all the 
bags are filled 
with treasure, 

and their hearts 
filled with 
nature, you can take 
them back to the 
classroom where they can 
show and tell, share their 
findings and create 
masterpieces. 

But it doesn?t end there, 
because when they go 
home at the end of the 
school day, they get to tell 
their parents all about the 

adventures they had 

with their favourite 
teacher?

UNEARTHING TREASURE IN THE 
TIMBERLAND
Letting your pupils source the best resources without it af fecting your budget

Download your free copy of the How to... 
Get the Most Out of Your Canopy Guide 
for  18 pages of  out door  learning ideas 
including nat ure ident if icat ion 
sheet s.

 www.ablecanopies.co.uk /guides

For more outdoor
learning ideas...
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The Canopy Experts

Canopies & Covered Walkways

Cycle & Waiting Shelters

Shade Sails & Tensile Structures

Awnings & Playground Accessories

If  you would l ike a canopy, shade sail or  awning quot at ion, cont act  us t oday:

Call: 0800 389 9072  |   Em ail: sales@ablecanopies.co.uk

Able Canopies are the canopy experts. We provide safe and 
stylish weather protection that transforms outside spaces.

- We have completed ?000s of successful school 
installations across the UK

- Working with schools directly and with contractors & 
architects

- To ensure consistent high quality we control the 
design, manufacture & installation process

- Which means we have many customers who come 
back to us time after time

"From start to finish, the 
whole installation of our 
canopy has been 
fantastic. We are looking 
forward to the next 
installation which will 
make a fantastic addition 
to our school. "

Sparrow Farm Junior School, 
Feltham, Middlesex


